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Reviews 
 
“I just got done reading Stories Jesus Told and I highly recommend it for new believers 
and long-time believers alike. Lori clearly explains God's love for us through her use of 
Scripture and personal stories. Reading Lori’s narrative of some of my favorite parables 
captured my interest from the very beginning. I love the stories about the mustard seed 
and the wheat and tares. The parable of the prodigal son particularly spoke to me 
reminding me of when I was far from God and he was calling me home again.” 

~Melinda 
writer & women’s advocate  

 
“I really loved this book! I can already think of several people I want to share it with! One 
of the things I loved was how Lori wove together the scriptural context and the historical 
background providing a layer of depth that is not evident when you just read the 
parables alone. But she doesn’t just leave it there. She brings each parable into the 21st 
century by sharing her own life stories giving them a human factor and providing 
relevance for today. The trio of Scripture, historical context, and personal application is 
very effective. After reading her book you won't ever look at the parables the same way 
again. And if you take them to heart, you won't ever be the same again.” 

~Beth 
writer, speaker, flight attendant 
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A Note to Readers 
We’ve probably all heard at least some of the parables Jesus told at some point. Maybe 
in Sunday school. Or, maybe we’ve just heard the stories and didn’t really know where 
they came from. Nice little stories, but what do they mean? My own curiosity led me to 
research the theological themes and historical context surrounding them. What I found 
was that they’re not just stories. They’re an invitation to an inside look at the kingdom of 
God and how to live as its citizens. Through these beloved stories, we get a close-up 
view of what Jesus is all about.  
 

As I immersed myself in the culture that was the life of Jesus’ listeners, the stories 
Jesus told came alive. And I found myself being challenged and transformed by Jesus’ 
words. My prayer is that you too will be challenged and transformed as you sit beside 
those first listeners gathered on hillsides to hear the stories Jesus told.  
 

Whether you grab a cup of coffee and sit in your favorite spot to read, or you read in bite 
sized chunks (like while in the car waiting to pick up your kids!), I’m excited for what 
God has in store for you through this eBook. I’ve linked all the bible passages to make it 
easier to look them up on the go.  
 

About Me 
I’m a mom, a grandma, and a pastor and blogger at 
extravaganthope.com; but first and foremost, I’m a follower of 
Jesus Christ. I’m passionate about the word of God and about 
sharing the hope found in Jesus.  
 
Blessings,  
Lori Anderson 
 

Contact me at: 
lori@extravaganthope.com 
 

Follow me on: 
Facebook  
Pinterest 
Twitter 
 
Read more I’ve written at www.extravaganthope.com .  
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STORIES JESUS TOLD: LIFE-CHANGING LESSONS IN 
THE PARABLES WE LOVE 

 

INTRODUCTION TO PARABLES 
 

 

Parables Move Us 
 
Everybody loves a good story. A good story 
makes us feel something. We relate to the 
characters and we feel what they feel. We 
identify with the events in the story, and it’s 
like we’re right there living it with them! 
Stories help us understand abstract concepts 
and teach us important life lessons.  
Jesus told stories. Parables. We've probably 
all heard some of Jesus' parables at one time 
or another.  
 
They're the stories we love.  
                                                                                    Photo by Rachel Lees on Unsplash 
 

What's a Parable? 
A parable is a simple story that uses something familiar from nature, from cultural 
tradition, or from everyday life to teach or explain an abstract concept. Rabbis - Jewish 
teachers - commonly used parables as illustrations to explain the main points of a 
lesson. They told a parable - or simple story - and then clearly explained what the point 
of the story was.  
 
However; rabbis kept some teachings more secretive. In these teachings, they didn't 
clearly state the point of the parable. Rabbis saved these teachings for their closest 
disciples and taught them in private. Only their most dedicated students, the ones who 
paid the closest attention and possessed inside information, figured out the point of 
these parables. 
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Why did Jesus Speak in Parables? 
 

Jesus Spoke in Parables to Reveal 
First, Jesus used parables to reveal the truth to all who 
were open to receiving it. 
A parable uses comparison to convey meaning. 
 

The Greek word παραβολή (parabol-ay') means to lay 
one thing alongside another. 
 

Jesus intended to teach people about something they had never experienced - the 
kingdom of heaven. They had no point of reference to help them grasp what the 
kingdom of heaven was like. So, Jesus helped them understand the kingdom by laying 
something similar that they were very familiar with – things from their everyday lives - 
right beside it. 
 

Jesus Spoke in Parables to Conceal 
Second, Jesus used parables to conceal the truth from those who were not open to 
receiving it.  
 

He explained this in Matthew 13:10-16. 
His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when you talk 
to the people?” He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. To those who listen to my 
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an 
abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little 
understanding they have will be taken away from them. That is why I use 
these parables; for they look, but they don’t really see. They hear, but they 
don’t really listen or understand. This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, 

‘When you hear what I say, you will not understand. 
When you see what I do, you will not comprehend. 
For the hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot 
hear, and they have closed their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and 
their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and they 
cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’ 

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they 
hear.” 
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Hardened Hearts 
The religious leaders in Israel met Jesus' ministry with increasing opposition. These 
leaders, who claimed to represent God, rejected the clear evidence of God’s work in 
Jesus’ ministry. They questioned Jesus' authority and felt threatened by his influence. 
Because of this, they worked hard to dream up ways to trip Jesus up and discredit him.  
 

Then there were the people who knew Jesus and his family from his childhood. They 
knew he was a carpenter’s son from Nazareth. They took offense with him because he 
wasn’t what they expected him to be. Jesus wasn’t a typical carpenter’s son. He wasn’t 
a typical Rabbi either. He didn’t fit inside their box; and so, they rejected him too, even 
though it was clear to them that there was something special and amazing about him. 
None of these people were open to what Jesus had to say. Their deaf ears prevented 
them from hearing the truth Jesus spoke, but their hardened hearts prevented them 
from understanding. So, Jesus spoke in parables to conceal his message even further. 
What little understanding they possessed was taken away from them. 
 

Grace & Judgment 
Parables were both an act of grace to those who “had 
ears to hear” and a judgment on those who rejected 
Jesus and refused his message. Those who hardened 
their hearts to his message heard only puzzling riddles. 
But those who genuinely sought after Jesus were invited 
to lean in a little closer. With them, Jesus took time to 
clearly explain what his stories meant.  
 

For Those Who Have Ears to Hear 
 
With that, let’s lean in, and hear what Jesus 
was teaching about the kingdom of God in 
the stories he told; the parables we love. 
 
 
 
 
 

  Image by Jiradet Inrungruang from Pixabay 
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1 

 
LOST AND FOUND: THE GOD WHO SEARCHES FOR US 

*The parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost coin  
Luke 15:1-10 

 

  Image by reedchfan from Pixabay  

 
We All Search for Things We’ve Lost 
 
Ever lost a contact lens? Dropped it on the floor and then got down on your hands and 
knees feeling around for it until you found it? Remember how glad you were when you 
found that lens – especially if that was your last pair of contacts and you really couldn’t 
see without them? 
 
How about car keys? We’ve all lost our car keys at one time or another – and what do 
we do? We think of all the normal places we might have put them and we look in those 
places first. When they’re not in all the normal places we begin to retrace our steps to 
figure out where we last had them and where we might have set them down. Remember 
how relieved you were when you finally found them?  

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 8 



But have you ever lost something really valuable? A wedding ring or your purse or your 
wallet, or perhaps a large sum of money? Remember how you felt? Remember what 
you did? 
 

Two Parables About Lost Things 
The parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost coin are 
two parables that Jesus told to express one point: the lengths to 
which God will go to find us when we’re lost.  
 
Both the gospel of Matthew and the gospel of Luke include the 
story of the lost sheep. Matthew doesn’t include the story of the lost coin. Luke includes 
both the parable of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost coin. 
Since the Luke includes both the stories, I’ll be quoting here from Luke. (You can check 
out Matthew’s account of the parable of the lost sheep in Matthew 18:11-13.) 
 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
 
Luke 15:1-7 
“Tax collectors and other notorious sinners 
often came to listen to Jesus teach. This 
made the Pharisees and teachers of 
religious law complain that he was 
associating with such sinful people—even 
eating with them! 
So Jesus told them this story: “If a man has 
a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, 
what will he do? Won’t he leave the 
ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go 
to search for the one that is lost until he finds 
it? And when he has found it, he will joyfully 
carry it home on his shoulders.                                       Photo by Mark Fletcher-Brown on Unsplash  
 
When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with 
me because I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, there is more joy in heaven 
over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who 
are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” 
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The Parable of the Lost Coin 
Luke 15:8-10 
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver *coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and 
sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it?  
So, a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. She lights a lamp and sweeps the 
entire house and searches carefully until she finds it. And when she finds it, she will call 
in her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost 
coin.’ In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one 
sinner repents.” 

  
 
*Just to put things in perspective 
here: the word we translate to English 
as “coin” is drachma in Greek. A 
drachma was the equivalent of a full 
day’s wage. So losing one coin was a 
lot more valuable to them than it 
would be to us if we just lost a coin 
like a penny. 
 
 

             Photo by Jordan Rowland on Unsplash 

  
 

Losing Something Precious 
A Lost Ring 
A friend of mine lost a valuable ruby and sapphire ring. She looked everywhere for it. 
Her husband even took the dryer apart to look for it in case it accidentally went through 
the wash in an article of clothing. It was nowhere to be found. She even reported it to 
the police in case someone turned it in.  
 
Two years later, she went to her father-in-law’s house for a birthday party. For some 
reason, the subject of her lost ring came up. She described what it looked like and how 
she had searched for it everywhere. To her surprise, her father-in-law said, “Huh, the 
cable guy found a ring kind of like that in my guest room behind the TV when he was 
installing my cable.” Sure enough…it was her ring! Found at last after two whole years!  

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A8-10&version=NLT


As it turned out, her father-in-law kept used gift bags on a shelf next to the TV in his 
guest room. The ring likely slipped off her finger and fell into the gift bag when she 
packaged a gift for him for either Father’s Day or his birthday. When he put the gift bags 
on the shelf, the ring likely dropped out…onto the floor behind the TV. And there it 
stayed until the cable guy saw it. She was so excited that she finally found her ring! Not 
just because it was a valuable ring, but because it was special to her – her husband had 
given it to her on a special birthday years before.  
 
We all rejoice when we find objects that are precious to us. But what about when we 
find people we love who were lost to us? 
 
A Lost Child 
 
Think about a time when you lost a child in a public 
place. Most of us have been through that at least once 
if we’re parents. Your heart sinks when you realize your 
child isn’t by your side anymore. You can feel the blood 
drain from your face as you frantically scan the area 
around you and don’t see them anywhere. You start 
calling their name. When they don’t answer, you quickly 
shift into full search mode moving quickly through the 
crowd, asking everyone if they’ve seen your child.  
 
Feel it? That panic? The fear? 
 
I lost my middle child in a cabinet store when he was 
about two. We were in the process of building a house, 
and I was trying to pick out cabinets. The salesperson 
was giving me the “pitch”, and I suddenly realized he 
wasn’t right next to me anymore.                                              Photo by Sai De Silva on Unsplash 

 
I quickly looked around and down the aisle we were standing in, and didn’t see him. 
One minute he was right there, the next he was gone. How could he disappear so 
quickly? My heart skipped a beat as I ran around to the next aisle to see if he was there. 
He wasn’t. I started calling his name; and when he didn’t answer, I seriously thought I 
was going to pass out. The salesperson quickly locked all the exit doors and called a 
“code yellow” over the loudspeaker  – which meant there was a missing child. Now I 
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was almost in tears. With the doors locked, everyone working at the cabinet shop went 
up and down the aisles looking for him. He was nowhere to be found. I thought I was 
going to have a heart attack.  
 
What’s Lost is Found 
I was about out of my mind when a small cabinet door opened and he popped his little 
head out. At that moment, I had to sit down on the floor. I pulled him onto my lap and 
hugged him tight while I tried to catch my breath. I’ve never felt so relieved.  
 
He’d never gone far. He simply opened a cabinet door right where we were standing 
and silently climbed inside. I don’t know why he didn’t answer when we called his name. 
I suppose he thought it was a great game.  
 
Needless to say, I did not pick out any cabinets that day. I was a wreck! I had to go 
home and recover. Scooping my son up in my arms, I carried him to the car with his 
older brother walking beside us (I wasn’t about to let go of him again).  
 

We’ve All Been Lost 
Jesus describes the way God feels about every one of us in much the same way. He 
loves every one of us even more than I love my son – and when even one of us 
wanders away or is lost to him, he searches for us and pursues us until he finds us 
again. Just like the shepherd searched for his lost sheep. Or, like the woman searched 
for her lost coin. Just like my friend searched for her lost ring. Or, like I searched for my 
lost son.  
 

God searches for us and all heaven rejoices 
when we’re found.  
 

You might be wondering, “When have I ever 
been lost?”  
 

The reality is – we’ve all been lost. 
 

Romans 3:23 says that, 
“All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
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We have all been lost in our sin. Sin separates us from God – like I was separated from 
my little boy in that store. Sin prevents us from experiencing the fullness of God’s love 
and forgiveness. Imagine sin like that cabinet my little boy climbed into. When we climb 
into that cabinet, when we live in our sin, we are lost to God like my little boy was lost to 
me. We’re doomed to living a life here on earth without God’s grace; doomed to an 
eternity apart from God. 
 
Lost.  
 

God Searches for Us 
Thank goodness God searches for us when we’re lost – like I searched for my little boy. 

 
Luke 19:10 tells us that, 
       “Jesus came to seek and save  
        those who are lost.”  
  
As much as I loved my little boy, 
God loves us more.  
 
In fact, John 3:16 tells us, 
       “God loved us so much that  
        he sent his only Son, Jesus,  

          Photo by Emiliano Vittoriosi on Unsplash                                 so that everyone who believes  
                                                                                           in him will not perish but have  
                                                                                           eternal life.” 
Romans 5:8 tells us that, 
“God showed his great love for us when Jesus died in our place while we were still 
sinners.”  
 
God loved us so much that he created a way for us to get found. He sent Jesus to find 
us so that we could experience abundant life now here on earth, and eternal life later in 
his presence.  
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So, let me ask you, have you been found or are you still hiding from God? Are you still 
refusing to come to him when he calls your name – like my little boy hid from me and 
didn’t answer when I called him? God is searching for you. He’s made a way for you to 
be found and he’s calling your name. All you have to do is answer. Open that cabinet 
door and allow God to embrace you like I embraced my little boy. 
  

 
Image by Jan Alexander from Pixabay 

 

Living as Found People 
Being someone found by God has many implications. I’d like to share two. 
 
Remember I told you that the parable of the lost sheep appears in both the book of 
Matthew and in the book of Luke? 
 

Luke focuses more on evangelism: seeking those who are lost; those who are outside 
the fold. 
 

Matthew focuses more on restoration of believers who have gone astray: seeking 
insiders who have wandered from the flock. 
 

Both have implications for us as disciples of Christ – as found people.  
 

The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary on Matthew reminds us that “…the continuing 
ministry of Jesus is embodied in his disciples, the church.” (Volume VIII, p. 377) 
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As Jesus’ disciples, our objective is to imitate our Master; to continue the ministry of 
Jesus whether it’s reaching out to people who are far from God or reaching out to fellow 
Christ-followers who have lost their way.  We have been found. Now let’s go find others 
who are lost.  
 

Let’s take a closer look at these two implications. 
 
Finding People Who Are Lost 
The first implication: Evangelism  
 
In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus told his disciples,  

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” 

 
As disciples, we’re called find lost 
“sheep” and missing “coins” on behalf 
of the Master we serve.  
 
The woman who lost her coin lit a lamp, 
and searched carefully as she swept. 
We can shine the light of God’s love, as 
we spend time with those who don’t yet 
know Jesus as their Savior. But that 
means we must spend some of our 
time with people who aren’t yet   

believers.                                                                                           Photo by Pawel Janiak on Unsplash  
   
Let’s look back at the first few verses we read in this passage.  
 
Luke 15:1-3. 

“Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 
This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was 
associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! So Jesus told them 
this story…”  
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So Jesus told this story. The whole reason Jesus told this story was to explain to the 
religious leaders why he spent so much of his time with sinners. These sinners were the 
lost ones. They were the ones who needed to be found; the whole reason Jesus came! 
 
Yes, it’s important for us to be in community with other believers. We grow best in 
community, and when the flock sticks together, they are far safer. But we must be 
willing to leave the flock – the 99 – at times to search for the one, just as Jesus did.  
 
Finding People Who’ve Wandered Off 
The second implication: Restoration 
 
As disciples, we’re called to restore other believers who’ve wandered away from the 
flock; believers who are on the wrong track. 
 
Galatians 6:1 tells us, 

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit 
should restore that person gently.” 

 
Jesus calls his followers to serve one another as he has sacrificially served us. Value 
one another and seek each other out when you go astray.  
 

We’re all very concerned about being too “judgy” these days. As a result, we often mind 
our own business and turn a blind eye to those among us are wandering from God.  
There’s a difference between discernment and judgment. 
 

Discernment is recognizing the difference between what God’s word says is right and 
wrong. 
 

Judgment is when we decide for ourselves what someone’s punishment should be and 
maybe even do the punishing ourselves – like a judge would.  
 

We’re called to be discerning and to gently help a fellow Christian find their way back to 
the flock when they’ve wandered off – to point out how they have strayed from God’s 
perfect will and help them find their way back.  
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James 5:19-20 tells us,  
“My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and 
someone should bring that person back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner 
from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude 
of sins.” 

 

We need each other. If I was the sheep who wandered off, I hope at least one of my 
fellow sheep would care enough to come alongside me and help me find my way back.  
 

Leaving the 99 to Find the One  
The shepherd in the first parable was more concerned with one lost sheep than with the 
rest of the flock. It’s not that the one is more valuable, but that the other 99 are already 
safe! We too should be more concerned with the one than with the 99. In other words, 
our concern for those who don’t know Jesus yet should be greater than our concern for 
those who do.  
 

The mistake we often make is that we focus mainly on the flock (people who are already 
following Jesus) and pay little to no attention to the lost people we need to reach. It feels 
safer and it’s just a lot more comfortable to spend all our time with other Christ 
followers.  
 

This doesn’t mean we should ignore the spiritual well-being of those who are already 
part of the flock. After all, Jesus told us to make disciples (devoted followers), not just 
converts (Matthew 28:19-20). Discipleship (equipping believers and helping them grow 
in their faith) is important.  
 

But, if we hope to reach the lost, we can’t just hunker down and ignore those who aren’t 
part of our Christian circles. We must look for new ways to go to them, to draw them in, 
and then make them feel welcome in our communities. Jesus went and ate in the 
homes of sinners. He spoke their language. He met them where they were and then 
called them to follow him and find a changed life. We can do that too.  
 

This also doesn’t mean compromising the message of the gospel or watering down the 
word of God. It does mean creating an environment where new people feel like they 
belong.  
 

My dear fellow sheep, be willing to leave the flock – the safety and comfort of your 
friends and your church – in order to find the ONE that is lost. Remember what God 
sacrificed to find you. 
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You are found.  Found people find 
people. 
 

Go find someone else! 
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2 

THE GOOD NEIGHBOR: LOVING LIKE JESUS LOVES 
*The parable of the good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 

 
Photo by Toa Heftiba on Unsplash 

 

What is a Good Samaritan?  
Good Samaritan. It’s a term that has become synonymous with a person who comes to 
the aid of others; someone who is a good neighbor.  
 

There are organizations named “Good Samaritan” – like the Good Samaritan Society 
that offers help and home health care for seniors.  

 

There are hospitals named “Good Samaritan” and 
there are ministries named after the Good 
Samaritan – like Samaritan’s Purse which is a 
humanitarian ministry that helps people. They 
provide disaster relief and other humanitarian relief 
including Operation Christmas Child – which is a 
program that sends shoe boxes full of gifts to 
children around the world at Christmas time. 

 

Photo by Sandrachile . on Unsplash 
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When we think of a Samaritan, we immediately think of someone who is good and kind 
and who goes out of their way to help another person.  
 
But when Jesus first told this story, this definition was the farthest thing from what 
people thought of when they thought of a Samaritan.  
 

Could a Samaritan Even Be Good?  
Samaritans were people from Samaria. The people of Samaria were a mixed race and 
were considered ethnically impure and inferior. Jews – especially the religious leaders – 
went of their way to avoid any contact with Samaritans. They didn’t want to risk being 
contaminated by these corrupt people.  
 
Jews considered Samaritans the bad guys, the lowlifes, the riff raff that no one should 
hang around with.  
 
And Jesus makes this undesirable Samaritan the hero of his story.  
 
We think of the story of the Good Samaritan as a nice story about a nice guy. It warms 
our hearts and makes us feel good. 
 
But the Jewish listeners wouldn’t have felt this way. Instead, they would’ve been terribly 
offended by Jesus’ illustration. They hated Samaritans and would’ve been insulted by 
Jesus’ suggestion to follow the moral example of such despicable people. To suggest 
that a Samaritan was a better neighbor than a Jew?  
 
Scandalous! 
 
Let’s take a look at the story Jesus told of the Samaritan who was good. 
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Who’s My Neighbor? 
  
Luke 10:25-29 NIV 

On one occasion an expert in the law [probably a Scribe, a Levite, or a Pharisee] 
stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 
 
“What is written in the Law?” Jesus replied. “How do you read it?” [Rabbis 
commonly answered a question with yet another question as a teaching 
technique.] 

 
The religious leader answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
 

But the religious leader wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” 

 

Who’s NOT My Neighbor?  
 
It may sound like this religious leader is really engaged, genuinely seeking to 
understand. On the contrary. The question “Who is my neighbor?” was really an attempt 
to limit who he treated as a neighbor. The religious leader  expected Jesus to say some 
people were NOT his neighbor. Surely Jesus would get this.  
In this ancient culture, people drew clear lines between different ethnic groups. 
Someone from a different ethnic group would obviously NOT be considered a neighbor. 
There were my people, my neighbors, and then there were the rest of them. And 
unfortunately, we often still draw the same lines between social groups, races, 
ethnicities and cultures when we consider who our neighbors are.  
 
Therefore, the religious leader believed he was justified in excluding certain ethnic or 
social groups from his definition of “neighbor” and he sought Jesus’ approval of his 
position.  
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But Jesus didn’t reply as the religious leader expected. Jesus pushed back on that 
definition. He answered by telling a story that not only challenged their definition of 
“neighbor”, but probably completely shocked them.  
 
A Missed Opportunity  
Luke 10:30 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead.  

 
 
Robbers were common along the 
road from Jerusalem to Jericho 
and people who traveled alone 
were particularly vulnerable. 
Since many people could afford 
only one set of clothes, stealing 
the clothes right off someone’s 
back was not unusual. 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Photo by Alberto Bigoni on Unsplash 

 
 
Luke 10:31-32 

“A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side.”  

 

So, a priest and a Levite both had the opportunity to help this poor man. Instead, they 
just left him there.  
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Outward Appearances  
 
What if we gave the religious leaders the benefit of the doubt? It’s possible that they 
assumed the man was already dead. Strict rules prohibited priests and Levites from 
touching dead bodies. Touching a dead body made them ritually unclean. If they were 
unclean, then they’d be unable to perform the duties they were likely on their way to 
perform. If the man was still alive, they could have helped him without being 
contaminated; but, if he turned out to be dead, they would be unclean. If they didn’t 
want to take that chance, it’s possible that’s why they crossed to the other side of the 
road and kept going.  
 

If this was the case, it might appear that the religious leaders did the right thing – 
avoiding contamination; but the point here is that in their effort to be religiously correct, 
they failed to fulfill God’s great commandment – to love. 
 

Love God, love others (Mark 12:29-31). 
 

They were so caught up in the traditional religious practices that made them look 
righteous on the outside that they failed to do the very thing that would demonstrate an 
inner righteousness. 
 

Unexpected Help  
In contrast to the unloving way the religious leaders’ treated the injured man, Jesus 
describes the loving actions of a Samaritan. 
 
Luke 10:33-35 

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. [This is about two days’ wages!] ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ “ 

 
The Samaritan set aside his own agenda, went out of his way, spent his own money, 
tenderly cared for this man’s injuries, and even provided for his future care. Wow! That’s 
amazing. 
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Will the Real Neighbor Please Stand Up?  
Luke 10:36-37 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?” 
 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

Oh, how those words must have choked that religious leader as they came out! He 
couldn’t even say, “The Samaritan” was the true neighbor. He had to say, “The one who 
showed mercy...”  
 

And then Jesus told this Jewish religious leader to “Go and do likewise.” Basically, go 
and imitate this Samaritan. Can you see what a shock this would have been to him and 
to all other Jews? 
 

Be a Good Neighbor  
“Go and do likewise.” Jesus’ words to the religious leader speak to us today as well. Go 
be a good neighbor. Show mercy to those who need it. Be kind. Welcome those who 

are hard to love. Stand up for those who 
cannot stand up for themselves. Cross 
racial and ethnic boundaries. Go out of 
your way. Be willing to be inconvenienced. 
Willingly sacrifice your own money for the 
sake of someone else – all things the 
Samaritan did when he helped the 
helpless man laying by the side of the 
road.  
 

Be like the Samaritan.  
 

                Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash 
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A Tale of Two Neighbors  
 

Helping When It’s Less Than Convenient  
 

Years ago, shortly after my first son was born, we lived next door to a family with three 
kids: a baby girl the same age as my son (10 months old), a 6 year old boy, and a 15 
year old daughter.  
 
Every once in a while, I watched the 10 month old and the 6 year old for a little while. 
The little ones would play together on the floor, while the six year old colored at the 
table or played with play-doh.  I played board games or built puzzles with the 6 year old 
while my son and his sister napped.  
 
One night about 10:30 or 11:00, my neighbor called. She asked if she could bring the 
two younger kids over. They were on their way to the police station with their 15 year 
old and didn’t want to bring the little ones with them. The man across the street from us 
had been giving their teenage girl and her friends drugs and alcohol in exchange for 
sexual favors. He was arrested and the girls involved had to go in to give statements.  
 
And so, the 6 year old slept in our living room in a sleeping bag and the 10 month old 
slept in a port-a-crib. I slept on the couch in case one of them woke up.  
 
Helping When Others Won’t  
As a result of his actions, the man from across the street ended up spending a few 
years in jail. Because we don’t sin in a vacuum, his wife suffered too. She was left to 
care for their two children by herself. She came and went from her home without waving 
or talking to any of the neighbors. Her eyes never made contact with anyone. She was 
ashamed. And none of the neighbors made any effort to talk to her. She was a pariah. 
Ostracized and alone. 
 
Winter came. One afternoon following a particularly heavy snow, I saw her out in her 
driveway after work shoveling the end of her driveway. She just worked a whole day, 
picked up her kids from daycare, probably didn’t even have dinner with her kids yet, and 
here she was shoveling her driveway – with no help, all by herself . So I grabbed my 
shovel, walked over and started shoveling. We didn’t talk. She didn’t even look at me. 
We just both shoveled side by side until the driveway was clear. She thanked me and 
then quickly disappeared inside the house. 
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It was an olive branch… a “Hey, I see you”… a small step toward “I care about you and 
I’m not going to leave you out there all alone.” 
 
Who are the ostracized in your community, your neighborhood or social sphere? Who 
are those deemed not worth helping? What steps can you take to be the one who 
reaches out to help? 

 
Love is an Action  
 

Jesus tells us, “Love your neighbor.”  
(Mark 12:29-31) 
 
Love is not just an emotion. It’s not just 
a warm feeling we hold in our hearts. 
What good does it do to just feel love 
for those around us if we don’t do 
anything to demonstrate that love? 
How would it have helped my neighbor 
who needed someone to watch her 
kids late at night or my neighbor who  
was silently suffering the shame of her                     Photo by Tyler Nix on Unsplash 

 husband’s crime? 
  
James 2:15-16 says,  

“Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about 
their physical needs, what good is it?” 

  
What good does it do to wish them well but do nothing? That’s not real love. 

 
 
Real love does something. Love is an 
action.  
 
Love your neighbor.  
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Recognizing Our Neighbors  
So,who is your neighbor? Is it the person who lives closest to you – those people who 
live on your block? Of course. But in our globally connected society, our neighbors can 
also be people all over the world. Anyone. 
 

Jesus’ story demonstrates that our neighbor is anyone God puts in our lives. Anyone we 
come in contact with is someone we can show love and mercy to. 
 

-The lady at the grocery store. 
 

--The guy at the post office. 
 

---The people in our city: the homeless, the immigrants, the school children and the 
business people. 
 

-Anyone in need that we are in a position to help is our neighbor.  
 

We’re called to be a good neighbor whenever and wherever we’re needed. Neighbors 
can be found in some surprising places.  
 

The world would have a very different opinion of us as Christians if we could be less 
concerned with looking religious and more concerned with fulfilling the second part of 
the great commandment: 
  

“Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Mark 12:29-31 
 

The world would have a very different opinion of Christians if we backed up our good 
intentions with action. 
 

● Go out of your way to show kindness. 
● Step in to help those who are in need. 
● Don’t be afraid to cross racial and cultural boundaries to build bridges. 
● Help those who others would avoid. 
● Be flexible – allow God to interrupt your agenda to love someone who needs it.  
● Be patient with people who rub you the wrong way.  
● Love those who seem hardest to love.  
● Care for those who are lonely, sick, or hurting.  
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Be the Samaritan. Be the Good Neighbor.  
How will you love your neighbors today? Who will God put in your path? What  will you 
do when God gives you the opportunity to love outside the box? 
 
Let’s love like the Samaritan in Jesus’ story. Let’s love like Jesus loved.  
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3 
FORGIVE AS YOU ARE FORGIVEN: A STORY OF MERCY 

*The parable of the unforgiving servant 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Photo by Lina Trochez on Unsplash 

 

I forgive you. 

Hard words to say, but words that hold incredible healing power; healing to the person 
who hears them, and healing to the person who speaks them.  

Forgiveness is difficult - sometimes it feels impossible. As we dig into a parable about 
someone who refused to forgive,  we’ll see what forgiveness is, what it's not, why it’s 
essential, and how we can forgive even the most grievous offenses against us.  

In Matthew 18:21-35 is a story Jesus told to teach about the importance of forgiving 
others.  
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

How Many Times Should We Forgive? 

In the passage just before this story (Matthew 18:15-20), Jesus explained to the 
disciples how to deal with people in the church who had sinned. Jesus gave them steps 
to follow to confront them and restore them if possible.  

And then Peter asked this question: 

“Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against 
me? Up to seven times?” Matthew 18:21 

The number seven was a number people used to indicate perfection. You know how 

today people post 💯 on social media to indicate that something is awesome or 
perfect? That’s what Peter was doing here. Peter thinks he’s being generous asking if 
he should forgive as many as seven (the perfect number) times. But Jesus responds,  

“I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven.” Matthew 18:22 

  

Jesus blows Peter’s generous suggestion out of the water. Jesus tells him to forgive not 
just seven times, but seventy times seven! 

And then Jesus told a story - a parable - to explain what he meant by that.  

You’ll find this parable in Matthew 18:23-35. 

Starting with verse 23: 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to..." 

Jesus used parables to teach what the kingdom of heaven was like. This is what 
forgiveness - and unforgiveness - looks like in the economy of the kingdom of heaven. 
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An Impossible Debt to Pay    

Matthew 18:23-24 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he had begun to settle 
them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him." 

A talent was the largest monetary unit 
they had. (Some translations say, 
"thousand bags of gold".) The largest 
monetary unit we print in the U.S. is the 
$100 bill. In 1969, the Federal Reserve 
quit issuing the$500, $1,000, $5,000, and 
$10,000 bills since they were so sparsely 
circulated. 

A talent was equal to 6,000 drachma. A 
drachma was equal to about a typical 
day’s wages. So one talent was worth                         Photo by Dmitry Moraine on Unsplash 
6,000 days' wages. This servant owed the king 10,000 talents - about 60 million 
drachma, or 60 million days' wages. 

60 million!! 

It's like saying he owed a bazillion dollars.  

A ridiculously impossible amount to pay.  

Unexpected Mercy  

Matthew 18:25-27 

"But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to 
be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment 
to be made. So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.’ And the 
lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the 
debt."  
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The servant asked for patience and time to pay back the debt - which was kind of 
ridiculous because it would have taken him over 100,000 years to repay his debt. 

The king surprised them all not only by showing patience, but by showing mercy beyond 
anything they could imagine. 

Instead of simply giving the servant more time to come up with the money he owed, the 
king cancelled his entire debt and set him free. 

Wow! 

An Unmerciful Servant   

Matthew 18:28 

"But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back 
what you owe.’ " 

A dinarius was worth a little less than a drachma, so 100 dinarii was a little less than 
100 drachma - or under 100 day’s wages. His fellow servant owed him less than one 
year’s wages. Not much in comparison to what he had owed the king. 

Matthew 18:29-35 

 "His fellow slave fell to the 
ground and began to plead 
with him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me and I will 
repay you.’ But he was 
unwilling and threw him in 
prison until he paid back what 
was owed. So when his fellow 
slaves saw what had 
happened, they were deeply 
grieved and came and reported  

Photo by Naassom Azevedo on Unsplash                      to their lord all that had  
                                                                        happened. 

 Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way I had mercy on you?’ And his 

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 32 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A29-35&version=NASB


lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should 
repay all that was owed him." 

"My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not 
forgive his brother from your heart.” 

This man had been shown incredible mercy. One would think he'd show the same 
mercy to others. But he didn't.  He was forgiven a debt he could never repay, but he 
refused to forgive a fellow servant who very well could have repaid his debt.  

God Forgives a Debt We Can't Pay  

God forgives us the way that king forgave his 
servant's debt.  

Just like the first servant, we owe a debt we 
can’t possibly repay.  

Romans 3:23 reminds us that we have all 
sinned. 

And Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of that sin, the consequence or the payment 
for sin, is death.  

What we all owe, we could never be repay; and death is the result. 

BUT - there's good news!! 

The rest of Romans 6:23 goes on to tell us that the FREE gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus. Through Jesus, we're forgiven our impossible debt. Through Jesus, we 
receive life instead of death. 

Like that king, God is surprisingly generous and merciful.  

Forgiving Others as We're Forgiven  

It only makes sense when we are forgiven such an impossible debt and are given such 
an incredible gift that we would be quick to offer the same to others.  

Right? 

But this is not always the case. Forgiving is not always that easy.  
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We all have people in our lives that we need to forgive. People who've done us wrong or 
have caused us harm. Some things are not so hard to forgive. Other things are 
extremely difficult to forgive; especially in a society that preaches,  

“Don’t get mad, get even.”  

and 

“Revenge is a dish best served cold.”  

But the kingdom of heaven is not like the kingdom of this world. The kingdom of heaven 
teaches us to forgive - seventy times seven. In other words, we are to forgive over and 
over and over again.  

Why is it So Hard to Forgive?  

My husband abandoned me years ago. He lied to me. He betrayed me. The trust we 
had was broken when he broke the vows he made. He hurt me. And when my friend 
and mentor, Luanne, told me, “You know, you’re going to have to forgive him” I said, “I 
know, but I don’t want to!” 

Why don’t we want to forgive? 

In his book, The Art of Forgiving: When You Need to Forgive and Don't Know How, 
Lewis B. Smedes explains that when we hurt, we want the one who hurt us to 
experience our pain. We want them to feel what we feel. But making someone feel what 
we feel can never remove our hurt. Even if they hurt, it will never heal us or truly make 
us feel better. In the end, it's very unsatisfying.  

Ultimately, when we won’t forgive - or can’t forgive - we either don’t understand (or don’t 
remember) the infinite forgiveness we've received, or we don’t understand what 
forgiveness really is.  

I think I struggled forgiving for all of the above reasons, but it wasn't until I fully 
understood what forgiveness is and what it's not that I was able to begin to forgive. 
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What Forgiveness Is 
 
 Forgiveness can be defined as 
consciously deciding to let go of our 
feelings of resentment, our need to see 
the offender suffer, or our right to 
restitution. 

The Greek word often translated 
"forgiveness", ἄφεσιν  (aphesin), 
means a letting go, a release, a pardon. 

Someone who's hurt us owes us a debt. 
There's really no way they could make 
up for what they did; no way they could                      Photo by Gabriel Benois on Unsplash 
possibly repay that debt. When we forgive them, we cancel the debt - just like the king 
cancelled the servant's debt. 

Letting go of our anger. Demanding nothing in 
return. No grudges. No retaliation. 

Forgiveness is extending the same grace and 
mercy that God extended to us. 

 
 

 
What Forgiveness Is Not 

Though it's essential that we understand what forgiveness is, it's equally important that 
we understand what forgiveness is not.  (And truthfully, understanding what forgiveness 
is not was what helped me the most.) 

Forgiveness IS NOT excusing what the person did to us.  

When we forgive, we don't condone or excuse what they did. What they did is not OK. It 
will never be OK. They can never undo what they did to us; but just as God forgives us 
for things we can't undo, we can also forgive. 
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Forgiveness IS NOT forgetting what they did. 

Forgiving is not forgetting the offense happened. It's not pretending that it never 
happened, either. When we forgive, we remember what they did, but we no longer wish 
them harm. It’s OK to remember. In fact, it can protect us from being hurt in similar ways 
again. But we stop holding on to the hurt, the anger and the bitterness. Forgiving 
someone enables us to let go of these things. 

Forgiving someone DOES NOT mean letting them off the hook. 

When we forgive someone, it doesn't mean we're letting them get away with what 
they've done. For instance, God forgave King David when he took Bathsheba for 
himself and arranged for her husband to be killed. (See David's story in 2 Samuel 11 & 
12  and David's plea for forgiveness in Psalm 51.) But David still lived through the 
consequences of his sin.  

Forgiven people can still be held accountable for their actions. They may even be 
subject to legal accountability.  Unfortunately, people sometimes do get away with 
things they’ve done - even if we don’t forgive them. 

Forgiving DOES NOT necessarily mean restoration of a relationship. 

Forgiving someone can pave the way to restoring a broken relationship; but sometimes 
a relationship is so damaged, that we can't just pick up where we left off even if we've 
forgiven.  

I experienced this reality first hand. 

A Lost Friendship  

When my kids were little, I had a very close friend whose kids were the same ages as 
mine. We spent hours talking while our babies sat in high chairs eating Cheerios.  We 
prayed with each other, and for each other. Our kids became best buddies. 

Then something happened. She started meeting random men and sleeping with them in 
dangerous places. Even after she told her husband, she continued. He was devastated, 
but he didn’t know what to do.  

When her son’s birthday came around, she called to invite my boys to a sleep-over. I 
didn't feel safe letting my boys go to the party for several reasons: the worst being that 
her husband might harm himself or her while my kids were there. I just couldn't take that 
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chance. It didn't mean my kids could never play with hers again. It just meant not at their 
house; not overnight; not at this time. 

She swore at me and hung up on me.  

She wouldn’t talk to me for a very long time.  

More than a year later, she called. She apologized for swearing at me and for walking 
away from our friendship. Then she asked me to forgive her.  

I loved her like a sister and grieved the loss of our friendship as though someone died. 
Of course I would forgive her! I missed her and wanted things to be like they used to be. 
And frankly, I find it easier to forgive someone who's sorry and asks for forgiveness.  

But resuming our relationship wasn't so easy. Sometimes a relationship is damaged 
beyond repair.  

My friend and I got together a few times, but things were never the same. It was clear 
that even though I forgave her, we would never be as close as we once were.  

Forgiveness DOES NOT mean letting unsafe people back into our lives. 

Sometimes it’s just not safe to resume a relationship even if we've forgiven the one who 
hurt us.  If they physically hurt us or emotionally abused us, we may need to set 
boundaries for our own protection - and those boundaries may include no contact with 
that person.  

Forgiveness doesn't mean we have to put ourselves in a position to be hurt, mistreated, 
or taken advantage of again.  

When I told my mentor I didn’t want to forgive my husband, this was something I didn't 
yet understand. I was not only struggling with wanting him to hurt as much as he had 
hurt me. I was also terrified of being hurt again myself.  

People were encouraging me to be friends with him “for the sake of the children.” But, I 
didn’t trust him and it was frightening to imagine being that vulnerable. My ex had never 
asked for forgiveness. He didn’t believe he did anything he needed to be forgiven for. 
What was to stop him from hurting me again? How could I be friends with someone I 
didn’t feel safe with? How could I forgive him if it meant resuming an unsafe 
relationship?  
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But once I understood that forgiving my ex didn't mean I had to let him into my life 
again, I was able to begin my journey toward forgiveness. I set healthy boundaries 
which included limited contact for my own sake, and I began to heal. 

  
Photo by Masaaki Komori on Unsplash 

 
Understanding What We've Received 

Forgiving someone who has wronged us makes more sense when we truly understand 
how much we've been forgiven. 

 

What we deserve for our own sin is eternal 
punishment.  

When we put our faith in Jesus, we get 
what we don’t deserve - forgiveness. 
That's grace. We don’t get what we DO 
deserve.  That's mercy. 

Mercy is not getting what we deserve. 
Grace is getting what we don't deserve.  
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Forgive as We've Been Forgiven 

What we offer to those who sin against us is the same: forgiveness, mercy, grace.  

In Jesus' series of moral teachings in Matthew 5-7, often referred to as the "Sermon on 
the Mount",  he taught the crowd about prayer. In Matthew 6:12, he told them they 
should pray, 

“Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.” NIV 

The New Living Translation words it this way: 

 "Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us." 

Forgive as we've been forgiven. 

In Colossians 3:12-14, Paul tells us, 

"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity." 

As God's people, forgive each other. 

And Mark 11:25 tells us, 

"And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive 
them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 

Forgive so we may be forgiven. 

Forgiving is hard - especially when the offender doesn't ask for forgiveness. And some 
offenses are so egregious that they seem impossible to forgive. But it is possible when 
we understand what forgiveness is, what it's not, and when we remember how very 
much we've been forgiven ourselves.  
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Forgiveness is a journey. Let this be your 
first step on that journey. 

We've received grace, let's offer grace. 

We've received mercy, let's offer mercy. 
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4 

SMALL BEGINNINGS  
*The parable of the mustard seed and the parable of the yeast  

Matthew 13:31-35 
 

 
Photo by Amelia Bartlett on Unsplash 

 
 
 
Some very incredible things come from very small beginnings.  
 
Think about it.  
 
A whole human being begins as a tiny, microscopic cell hidden away secretly in a 
mother’s womb.  
 
A vast beach begins with just one tiny grain of sand.  
 
And the largest plant in the garden began as a tiny seed smaller than that grain of sand, 
hidden beneath the soil. 
 
Jesus told two short stories of small beginnings as he sat floating in a boat teaching a 
large crowd gathered on the shore of a lake. He told many stories that day describing 
what the kingdom of God is like. These two stories, the parable of the mustard seed and 
the parable of the yeast, illustrate how the kingdom of God grows. 
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The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
 
Matthew 13:31-32 
 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. It is the 
smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a 
tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.” 

 
When I was a little girl, my mother gave 
me a necklace that had a mustard seed 
inside a small glass pendant. Did any of 
you ever have something like that? The 
clear glass pendant was smaller than a 
marble and the tiny mustard seed inside it 
was smaller than the head of a pin.  
 
A mustard plant is an herb. The ones we 
have in our gardens grow to be about 2-4 
feet high; but around the Sea of Galilee, 
they can grow to be 10-13 feet high.  

    Photo by Joshua Lanzarini on Unsplash                          Whoa! It’s quite extraordinary that a 10-13  
       foot shrub can grow from such a tiny seed! 

Even so, it’s hardly a majestic symbol for the kingdom of God. Mustard plants look kind 
of weedy; scruffy. You would think Jesus might choose a more regal looking tree to 
describe the kingdom of God, but that wasn’t Jesus’ point. Jesus’ point was that such a 
tiny seed could yield something that is surprisingly large in comparison.  
 
This is what the growth of the kingdom of God is like. What starts with just a small seed 
of faith, a small group of believers, or a single follower of Jesus, will yield a visibly 
enormous result; infinite in its glorious culmination. Small beginning; big results.  
 

The Parable of the Yeast 
 
Matthew 13:33 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into about 
sixty pounds of flour until it worked all 
through the dough.” 
 

Jesus was making a point with this parable that 
is much the same as with the parable of the 
mustard seed:The kingdom produces results 
that are immeasurable in comparison to its small      Photo by Theme Photos on Unsplash 
beginnings.   

 
Yet, there is a subtle difference between the nature of yeast and the growth of a seed.  
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Yeast doesn’t grow outwardly, visibly, like a plant grows; it permeates.  
 
When something permeates, it spreads from the inside and is not always noticeable 
right away. Transformation is taking place almost imperceptibly.  
 
You can’t see the yeast in ball of bread dough; but as it permeates the dough, it 
expands. The yeast transforms the dough imperceptibly from the inside until it is no 
longer the small ball you began with. It has become much larger: a loaf of bread.  
 
A small beginning that culminates in a much larger outcome.  
 
Yeast was an even more unusual choice than a mustard shrub for Jesus to use as an 
illustration for the kingdom of Heaven. In the Old Testament, yeast usually symbolized 
evil and the insidious way it permeates everything it touches. Instead, Jesus used this 
unexpected example to demonstrate the intensive internal transformation that was 
taking place. 
 
Jesus used unexpected illustrations; but then, Jesus was never quite what people 
expected. And Jesus demonstrated that the kingdom of God isn’t always what we 
expect either.  
 
The Jewish people had waited generations for the Messiah to come and usher in God’s 
kingdom. They expected their Messiah would be a saviour who would conquer their 
oppressors and set up a glorious earthly kingdom.  
 
Instead, Jesus pointed people to the invisible qualities of God’s kingdom; the reality of 
the kingdom of heaven returning to us; and its coming glory at the completion of time. It 
was seemingly small scale compared to what they expected. But like yeast permeates, 
the kingdom will continue to grow until it permeates all of creation.  
 
Yeast in bread dough is invisible; as is the 
work it’d doing inside the dough. We cover 
it with a cloth and leave it in a warm place 
to rise. It’s not until we return and pull 
back the cloth covering the bowl that we 
see the results. In the same way, we may 
not always perceive kingdom growth. Its 
influence, like yeast’s, is often internal, 
happening gradually until the veil is pulled 
back and the effect is finally revealed.  
 
So, Jesus gave us two pictures of Kingdom growth: one visible, external; one invisible, 
internal; both with small beginnings but big results.  
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The Kingdom’s Influence in Each of Us 
 
In Matthew 17:20, Jesus told his disciples that if they had faith as small as a mustard 
seed, they could move mountains. Even a small amount of faith can accomplish great 
things for the kingdom and within each of us. (That’s what the small mustard seed 
necklace my mother gave me was supposed to remind me.) 
 
Like yeast, the Kingdom’s influence permeates our being through God’s word and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, transforming us  from the inside out. This transformation is 
often imperceptible at first.  
 
I’ve experienced this unseen, imperceptible transformation in my own life.  
 
K-Mart, Squishy Toys, and the Kingdom  
 
When my kids were little, I struggled with being patient. It was hard being a parent (a lot 
harder than I ever imagined it would be), and I was often tired and overwhelmed. It felt 
as though I constantly lost my patience with my boys, especially when I was exhausted.  
 
I prayed constantly that God would give me patience; that God would change me and 
teach me to be a gentle and patient parent. And still, it felt like I was always struggling to 
keep it all together with my busy little boys.  

 
   One day we all went to K-Mart  
   together. I had told they boys they  
   could bring their money and pick out  
   something from the toy section. They  
   were super excited and had a lot of  
   fun trying out all the toys in the toy  
   department before deciding exactly  
   what they wanted to buy with their  
   money.  
 

   We got up to the register and the boys  
   put their treasures on the counter. I  
   don’t remember what my two older  

               Photo by Joshua Lanzarini on Unsplash                     boys chose, but I’ll never forget what  
                                                                              my youngest son picked out. He loved 
little squishy toys and he had picked out a small, pink, rubbery creature that fit perfectly 
in his little hand.  
 
The young girl at the register began to ring up their purchases. But the toy my youngest 
had picked out didn’t have a price tag on it. Of course it didn’t. And, of course, it was the 
last one of its kind in the toy section. The young girl behind the register couldn’t find the 
toy in the computer when she searched for a price. Of course not. A long line was 
forming behind me and people were getting restless. Of course they were. At this point 
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the young girl helping us didn’t know what else to do, so she excused herself from the 
register and went to find her manager. The people behind me all groaned.  
It was at this point that a woman in back of me said, “I can’t believe how incredibly 
patient you’re being with that girl. I would have lost it by now.” 
 
Gasp! Patient? Me? 
 
I was stunned. I was being incredibly patient - with my kids and with the girl behind the 
register. My prayers were being answered and I didn’t even know it. I wouldn’t have 
even noticed if that woman hadn’t brought it to my attention.  
 
I told her, “Thank you! I’ve been praying that God would teach me to be patient and I 
didn’t realize until just now that God was answering my prayers.” 
 
I was incredibly encouraged. The Holy Spirit had been quietly, imperceptibly changing 
me - from the inside out - like yeast.  
 
Small beginnings and imperceptible transformation. That’s the influence of the kingdom 
and the work of the Holy Spirit in each of us.  
 

Our Part in Growing God’s Kingdom  
 
God calls us to play a part in growing his kingdom.  
 
Really? Us? Yes!  
 

Share the Good News 
 
Listen to what Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20:  

 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” 

 
Making disciples. Baptizing. Teaching people to obey what Jesus commanded. That’s 
building the kingdom.  
 
Every time we share the good news of the gospel, we’re cultivating the kingdom.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                    Photo by Ben White on Unsplash 
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Acts 6:7 says, 
 

“So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” 

 
 And Romans 10:17 reminds us that,  

 
“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word 
about Christ.”  

 
People, even priests, were being 
transformed as they heard the word of 
God and became disciples. Our part is to 
simply speak the words; share the 
message. Like a seed grows and 
produces a plant, the word of God grows 
in those who hear it to produce faith.  

 
Our part is to spread the word of God, 
share the good news of salvation in 
Christ, make disciples, teaching them to 
obey the Lord’s commands. In this way, we get to be part of the growing of God’s 
kingdom.  
 
Justice, Mercy, and Humility 
 
Micah 6:8 says,  
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God.” 

 
When we work toward a just world, standing up for those who cannot stand for 
themselves, we’re building the Kingdom. When we show mercy, offering others what they 
haven’t earned and maybe don’t deserve, we’re building the Kingdom. When we walk 
humbly with God and emulate his character, we’re building the Kingdom. 
 
We have a part.  

 
Let me ask you, in what ways are you doing your part?  
 
What are you doing to spread the message of hope found in Jesus? 
 
Are you telling your own story of transformation with those God puts in your life?  
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In what ways are you doing the work of justice and showing mercy to others?  
 
What starts as a small conversation or small acts of kindness may lead to enormous, 
life-changing results. 
 
If you’re struggling to know where to begin, I invite you to pray. Ask God to show you how 
to begin.  

 
Small beginnings. But big results.  
 
The kingdom of God begins in a seemingly small way, but will one day culminate in glory. 
Its influence may seem imperceptible, but will one day permeate all of creation.  
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5 

 

HEART CONDITION: HOW FERTILE IS THE SOIL 
IN YOUR HEART? 

*the parable of the sower and the seeds 
Matthew 13:1-23 

 

 
 

       Image by Michael Haderer from Pixabay  
 
 
 
 
Have you ever planted a garden? What did you have to do before you poked those little 
seeds in the dirt or the gently placed new young plants in the ground? 

Chances are, you pulled out all the nasty weeds that might choke your little plants. 

Then, you probably gathered up any rocks or other debris that littered the garden plot. I 
have a friend who grew up on a farm; and as a kid, one of her chores was to walk the 
fields and pick rocks.  

If the soil where you live is less than perfect, you probably also amended the soil or 
added a layer of rich topsoil to ensure the most fertile conditions for your garden. 
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Taking these steps before you even plant anything is kind of a pain; but if you don't do 
the prep, your garden is likely doomed before it even starts. 

 

 

                   Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash 
 
The Parable of the Sower & the Seeds 

Jesus told a story about a farmer's experience planting seeds. The parable of the sower 
and the seeds appears in three of the four gospels: Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, and 
Luke 8:4-15.  I recommend that you read all three to give you a complete picture; but for 
ease of reading, we'll work through just Matthew's account.  

Matthew 13:1-2 

So many people came to hear Jesus the day he told this story, that he got in a boat and 
pushed away from the shore. He sat and spoke to the crowd of people from that boat. 

Here's Matthew's account of the story Jesus told that day.  

Matthew 13:3-9  

“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.” 
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Sower, Seed, and Soil 
 

Most of the population of the Roman Empire at 
the time Jesus told this story were either 
herders or rural, peasant farmers. Farmers 
either scattered their seed by hand, or by 
allowing seed to trickle out of a hole in a sack 
as they walked through their fields. The people 
Jesus spoke to would have been familiar with 
experiences just like the ones in his story. 

Remember: a parable is a story that lays 
something familiar alongside something 
unfamiliar in order to help listeners understand                 Photo by Gesina Kunkel on Unsplash 
new or complex concepts.  

 
Jesus used familiar farming experiences to 
describe the different kinds of responses 
people had to his mission and his message 
about the kingdom of God.  

 

 

 

What Were Jesus’ Mission and Message? 
After Jesus told this parable (Matthew 13:3-9), and before he explained it to his 
disciples (Matthew 13:18-23), he said some things about the dangers in refusing to hear 
his message and the blessings in receiving it with an open heart (Matthew 13:10-17).  
 
Jesus took a little side trail from verse 10 to verse 17 to talk about what happens to 
those who willingly receive his message and those who reject it. Let’s take our own side 
trail for a minute and talk a little about what Jesus’ mission and his message were, so 
that we clearly understand what Jesus was talking about in this section.  
 
Jesus' Mission 

Jesus came to call us to repent (turn away from our sin), to pay the price for our sin, to 
make amends with God on our behalf. He came to save us and give us life. He came to 
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restore our relationship with God and to restore the union of heaven and earth. This was 
(and still is) Jesus' mission, his purpose, why he came.  

(Take a look at Matthew 20:28, Romans 3:25, Luke 5:31-32, Luke 19:10, John 3:17, 
John 11:25-26, John 14:6 and John 10:10.) 

Jesus' Message 
Jesus’ message was that God's  kingdom had arrived: not a human kingdom that is set 
up here on earth, but a heavenly kingdom that was brought near to us in the person of 
Jesus. Jesus described what this kingdom is like and taught how to live as citizens of 
God's kingdom. 

Mark 1:14-15  

Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he 
preached God’s Good News. “The time promised by God has come at last!” 
he announced. “The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and 
believe the Good News!” 

Some embraced Jesus' mission and believed. Some were skeptical and struggled to 
accept him. Others - particularly religious leaders of his time - openly rejected his 
message and worked to undermine his mission.  

They refused to hear the truth. 

The Danger in Refusing to Hear  

It appears that this short story is all Jesus told the crowd and the religious leaders who 
were looking on. Many of them were probably puzzled about what Jesus meant. 
Remember why Jesus spoke in parables? To reveal his message to those who really 
wanted to hear what Jesus had to say, and to conceal his message from those who 
rejected him. 

Matthew 13:10-13 

The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in 
parables?”  He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them."  Whoever has 
will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken from them. This is why I speak to 
them in parables: 
 
'Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand.' " 
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God gave these people every chance to hear and believe Jesus' message; but John 
12:37 says that, 

“Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still 
would not believe in him.” 

John 12:40 (quoting the prophet Isaiah) tells us that as a result,  

“He [the Lord] has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so they can 
neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I 
would heal them.” 

Rejecting God's message comes at a risk. At 
some point, our hearts may become so 
hardened that they cannot -  or will not - see or 
understand God’s truth even when it's right in 
front of us.  

Prophecy Fulfilled 

As Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
what this parable meant, he reminded them what the prophet Isaiah said .  

Matthew 13:14-15 

In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 
“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 
    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 
For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
    they hardly hear with their ears, 
    and they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
    hear with their ears, 
    understand with their hearts 
and turn, and I would heal them.” 

Some people hardened their hearts to Jesus’ message. As a result, they lost the ability 
to understand what he was talking about. In addition, they also lost the little bit of insight 
they previously had. This was a judgment against them for their refusal of his message 
and his mission.  
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The Blessing in Choosing to Hear 

But, God gave even more understanding to those who willingly received Jesus’ 
message - those who saw the signs and believed - those who were devoted to him and 
pressed in to hear more. It works the same way for us. 

Matthew 13: 16-17 

"But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see 
what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear 
it." 

To those who willingly received, more was given.  

Then, Jesus went on to privately explain what the parable meant to his disciples and his 
faithful followers.  

 
Jesus Explains the Parable to His Disciples 

Rabbis were secretive about some of their teachings. At times, they didn't explicitly 
explain the point of the parables they told. Rabbis saved these more secretive teachings 
for their closest disciples and taught them in private. Only their most dedicated students, 
the ones who paid the closest attention and had inside information, figured out the point 
of these parables. 

If we look at this same story in the book of Mark, we see it was when Jesus was alone 
with his disciples that he explained what this story meant. Since we too are his 
disciples, we get to hear the full explanation as well. 

Matthew 13:18 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means..." 

Back in verse 3 we heard that,  “A farmer went out to sow his seed.” 

Luke 8:11 tells us that the seed is the word of God. Jesus spoke the word of God, 
spreading the message of the kingdom much like a farmer spreads seeds.  

In Jesus’ story, the farmer has four different results as he scatters his seeds. Each 
result represents a different response to Jesus’ message.  
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Four Responses 

1. The Seed on the Footpath  

Verse 4 told us that as the farmer was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it up.  

 
Now in verse 19, Jesus explains that, 

"When anyone hears the message about 
the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in their heart. This is the 
seed sown along the path."  Matthew 13:19 

  
 
 
 

 Image by Mabel Amber, still incognito... from Pixabay 
 
There were paths that ran through and around farmers’ fields. The foot traffic along 
these paths would beat down the soil and make it hard. Seed falling on the path would 
not be able to burrow into the hard soil. Seed just lying on top of the ground would be 
vulnerable; easily snatched up by birds. 

The cares of this world can beat us down and make us hard just like those footpaths. 
Sin hardens us, too.  

When the seed, God’s message, falls on hardened hearts (ours or the hearts of the 
Pharisees and religious leaders), it has no way to penetrate the hard surface. Satan 
easily prevents the message from taking root.  

It’s important that we ask God to heal our hearts and forgive our sin so the soil in our 
hearts can remain soft. 

 

2. The Seed in the Rocky Soil  

Verses 5 & 6 said that some seed fell on rocky places, where it didn't have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly. But the plants that sprouted withered when the sun came up, 
because the shallow soil prevented the plants from growing good root systems. 
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Matthew 13:20 & 21 explain that the 
seed falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the word and at once 
and receives it with joy. But since they 
have no root, they last  only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall 
away.  

There were areas in the region where 
solid bedrock lay only inches beneath the 
soil. Roots had no chance of going deep if 
the ground wasn’t tilled before seed  

        Photo by Sharon McCutcheon on Unsplash              was sown.  

The sun heated the bedrock, drying out the roots so the plants would wither and die. 

Have you ever known someone who smiles and nods and agrees with you when you 
share about Jesus, and you think they’re getting it, but as soon as they walk away they 
completely disregard everything you said? Or, they abandon any notion of God when 
life gets tough? I have. It’s harder for me to deal with them than with people who flat out 
reject the message of God up front. 

Although this parable is primarily about people who fall away under pressure and never 
truly believe, this parable can have implications for believers. 

Even if we don’t abandon our faith in tough times, do we wilt every time life gets 
difficult? Do we fail to produce fruit because we can’t stand up under the pressure?  

Deep roots are the key to surviving and thriving. How deep do your roots go? 

Developing Deep Roots  

Psalm 1:1-3 tells us the secret to developing deep roots. 

"Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the 
way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is 
in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither - whatever they do prospers." 

I want to be a plant that produces fruit even if - or I should say even when – life isn’t 
smooth and easy. Don't you? The only way that will happen is if our roots go down deep 
- and what grows our roots is a steady diet of God's word and God's presence. A plant 
or a tree with deep roots isn't going to wither and die even when life heats up.  
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3. The Seed Choked by Weeds  

Verse 7 told us that other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 

In verse 22, Jesus explains that the seed falling among the thorns refers to someone 
who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 
word, making it unfruitful. 

“Worries” doesn’t necessarily mean things that cause us to fear and fret – like job loss 
or illness or the threat of death. Worries, or cares of this life can also be all the things – 
even good things - that compete for our time and devotion. Careers and promotions, 
sports and music lessons, the groceries, the laundry, entertainment and the internet. 
Life can be so full of other commitments that demand our attention that they quickly 
choke out the struggling plant that is our faith. 

Jesus says wealth is also a threat. Jesus calls it deceitful. Deceit implies subtle, 
insidious misdirection. 

Misdirection. 

Look over here so we don’t notice what is happening over there. We don’t notice when 
even the good things money can provide distract us from God’s message and God’s 
mission. We don't notice we're gradually being choked. 

In Resident Aliens, Stanley Hauwerwas says, 

“Our society is a vast supermarket of desire in which each of us is 
encouraged to stand alone and go out and get what the world owes us.” (p. 
77) 

What is it that's choking God out of your life? What's making it difficult for you to be 
fruitful? Pay attention! Don't be distracted by all the options out there and miss what 
God wants to do in your life. 

 

4. The  Seed in Good Soil  

In verse 8 we heard about the final batch of seed. This seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 

Four different responses to the message of the kingdom. None of the first three produce 
any fruit. Only the fourth response, the seed planted in good soil produced any fruit. 
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In verse 23, Jesus explained that the seed 
falling on good soil refers to someone who 
hears the word and understands it. This is the 
one who produces a crop,  yielding a hundred, 
sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  

The seed in the good soil represents someone 
who hears and understands the message of 
salvation in Christ and believes. Luke 8:15 
says  the seeds in the good soil, are "the ones 
who have heard the word with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and 
by persevering produce a crop."                                    Photo by Davor Denkovski on Unsplash 

These are genuine disciples. All of them produce a crop. Fruit. Evidence of Jesus' 
saving grace in their lives. The amount of fruit they produce may vary, but they all 
produce fruit.  

 
What's the Soil Like in Your Heart?  

We all have to ask ourselves... 

Which kind of soil am I? What is the 
condition of my heart? How will I 
respond to Jesus?  

This parable tells us of the fate of those 
whose heart condition isn't conducive to 
the growth of God’s message.  

This doesn’t have to be our fate. This  
parable can be a warning to us to check 
the condition of our hearts and do  

           Photo by Kyle Ellefson on Unsplash                              something before it’s too late.   

Is your heart hard? 

Check your heart condition. If your heart is hard, like the footpaths in the farmer’s fields, 
ask God to soften your heart.  

Ezekiel 36:26  

“And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take 
out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.” 
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God can change your heart; remove your hard heart and give you a tender, responsive 
heart in its place. 

Ephesians 3:16-17  

"I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with 
inner strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your 
hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and 
keep you strong." 

Is your heart shallow? 

How do we grow deeper roots? Begin spending more time in God’s word - reading it, 
studying it, praying over it, meditating on it. Allow it to sink in and permeate your life. 
Soon, you'll be like that tree planted by the stream: well-watered and growing like crazy!  

Is your heart full of things that choke out God's message?  

You've probably heard the saying, "If the devil can't make you bad, he'll make you 
busy." Busyness has a way of crowding out opportunities for spiritual growth. 

Our world is a smorgasbord of options. It's hard to say no to good things, but we only 
have so much room on our plates. We just can't have it all (although some of us try)! We 
have to learn to pass on some of the good things in order to say yes to the best things 
or the right things. Is your spiritual growth being choked out by all the stuff calling from 
the buffet? Are you filling your plate with so many things that there's no room for God to 
grow anything in you?  

Worry is another thing that can consume our thinking until there's no space to think 
about the things that cause us to thrive and grow spiritually.  

Is busyness or worry or anything else crowding out what God's trying to do in your life? 
Maybe it’s time to do some weeding!  
 

There's a sapling tree that planted itself right next to a small rose bush in my yard. It’s 
getting large enough that it’s choking out the rose bush. For the last couple years, I’ve 
cut the sapling off hoping that would be enough. Every spring it grows back. Until I 
actually dig it up, it will continue to grow back and it will continue to choke out my rose 
bush.  

What do you need to dig up and remove from your life so there's room for the Holy Spirit 
to work?  It’s hard to let go of expectations and activities so that we can devote more 
time and energy to the things of God; but until we dig them up and pull them out, they'll 
continue to be a threat to our spiritual growth.  
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Is your heart fertile ground? 

What is the soil like in your heart? How 
can you tell? 

In our parable, the seed that landed in 
fertile ground produced a good crop. 
What are you producing in your life?  Has 
the message of salvation in Christ firmly 
taken root? Are you actively following 
after Jesus? Do you see transformation 
in your life as a result? Are you becoming 
more like Jesus? Is there any fruit 
growing? (See Galatians 5:22-23.) 
These things are the evidence of a fertile heart.        Image by Michael Haderer from Pixabay   
 

We all need to cultivate the soil in our hearts so that God’s word can grow in us   
and produce an abundant crop.  

Take some time this week to reflect on the condition of your heart. Where it’s 
necessary, till the soil and do some weeding. Amend the soil with prayer. Be sure that 
you are planting plenty of good seed (the word of God). Water the seed with devotion. 
And then pray for a bumper crop.  
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6 
KNOWN BY OUR FRUIT  

*the parable of the wheat & the tares and the parable of the sheep & the goats 
Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-40 & Matthew 25:31-46 

 

 
Image by Free-Photos from Pixabay  

 
Back when my friends and I were all getting married, there was this one game we 
typically played at our bridal showers.  
 
Fill several clear plastic bags with cooking ingredients: salt, sugar, baking soda, baking 
powder, cream of tartar, flour, powdered sugar. The bags were sealed and not labeled; 
just numbered. If you’re at all familiar wtih any of these ingredients, you probably 
noticed that they’re all white and all very similar. Some are more granular. Some more 
powdery. But very similar. Without opening the bags - no smelling or tasting - we had to 
guess which ingredient was which.  
 
How do you tell the difference between two things that appear to be very similar at first 
glance? If these ingredients were poured out on a counter in front of you, how would 
you separate one from another? 
 
Jesus told two stories about separating what may appear to be similar at first glance but 
in reality are very different: how God will separate believers from unbelievers when he 
Jesus returns. God recognizes who are his and who are not. How? 
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The parable of The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares found in Matthew 13:24-30 & 
36-40 and The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats found in Matthew 25:31-36 both 
discuss how God knows his own along with a few other themes we’ll find in both stories: 
 

● The present existence of the Kingdom of God in this world 
● The reality of unbelief and evil coexisting with faith and righteousness 
● Future judgment at the end of the age when Christ returns and the Kingdom of 

God is complete in all its fullness 
 
The Parable of Tares Among the Wheat 
 
Many bible translations use the word “weeds” in this story. Others translate the Greek 
word ζιζάνια (zizania) as “tares” which are a type of darnel that resembles wheat. Yes, 
it is a weed, but it’s a specific weed. I think that makes a difference here. You’ll see why 
in a bit. Because I believe it helps us gain a clearer understanding of this story, I’m 
going to stick with tares as we work our way through it.  
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
 

“Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away.”  

In the ancient world, it was a common practice to sow the seeds of unwanted plants - 
weeds - in the fields of those you were at war with or those you were feuding with. 
Destroying an enemy’s agricultural base could undermine the strength of their economy.  

Today we worry about enemies who might use biological warfare against us. In the 
ancient world, they worried about agricultural warfare.  

Matthew 13:26 

“When the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became apparent.” 
 

The weeds the enemy sowed in the farmer’s field were 
likely a plant called darnel (tares). To sow darnel in 
someone’s wheat field was a punishable crime according 
to Roman law. Darnel, or tares, are a poisonous plant that 
looks very much like wheat. At first, it’s difficult to 
distinguish the wheat from the tares. It’s not until the 
grains form at the top of the mature plant that it becomes 
clear which is which. Mature wheat grains are golden. 
The grains of the darnel are black. The farmer knows the 
wheat from the false wheat by their fruit: the grain. 
Photo by Rodion Kutsaev on Unsplash 

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 61 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A24-30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A36-40&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NIV
https://biblehub.com/greek/zizania_2215.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A24-30&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A26&version=NASB
https://unsplash.com/@frostroomhead?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/wheat?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Matthew 13:27-29 

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.” 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’” 

“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them.’” 

If you’ve ever wedded a garden, you know that it’s not always as easy as just yanking 
out all the weeds. Sometimes the roots of the weeds entwine themselves with the roots 
of the desirable plants. Pulling up the weeds can disturb the plants you want to keep. 
This was true of the tares and the wheat. A good farmer would allow the wheat to grow 
together with the tares until they were ready for harvest so that the desired plants would 
not be uprooted along with the unwanted ones.  
 
So, Matthew 13:30, the farmer instructed the workers, 

 
“Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At that time I will tell the 
harvesters: First collect the tares and 
tie them in bundles to be burned; then 
gather the wheat and bring it into my 
barn.’” 

 
At the harvest, the farmer knew the 
difference between the wheat and the tares 
by their fruit - the grain.  
 
Jesus Explains the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares 
 
If we skip down to verse 36, Jesus explains why he is telling this story and what it 
means. 
 
Matthew 13:36-43 
 

“Then Jesus left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him 
and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the tares in the field.’  

Remember in the introduction, we learned that not everyone was privy to the meaning 
of the parables he told? Jesus only revealed the meaning to his faithful followers.  
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Matthew 13:37-43 

“Jesus answered, ‘The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  

[The Son of Man is Jesus. Jesus is the sower.]  

The field is the world, and the good 
seed stands for the people of the 
kingdom.  
 
[The people of the kingdom - 
believers; the followers of Christ.]  

The tares are the people of the evil 
one... 

[The people of the evil one - anyone 
who isn’t a true believer or follower 
of Christ.] 

...and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels. 

[“Harvest” is a common metaphor for the final judgment.]  
 

As the tares are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age.  

[The end of the age is the final judgment.]  

The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the 
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has 
ears, let them hear.’” 

The kingdom of God is present and growing in this world. But sin and unbelief and evil 
exist right alongside the kingdom. We see evidence of this all around us today. Even as 
God’s kingdom grows, bad things still happen.  
 
We see teenage girls abducted and their parents murdered. We see people shot in their 
neighborhoods. We see worshipers killed in their churches. Children are enslaved. 
Drugs ruin lives. Prisons overflow.  
 
The good news is that God will not allow evil and sin to go on forever. When Christ 
returns, the evil will be dealt with. That gives us a sense of hope.  
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The hard news is that judgment comes alongside justice. Those who don’t believe; 
those who don’t follow Jesus will face judgment. Just as God will not allow evil to 
continue forever, God will also not tolerate unbelief forever.  
 
Sometimes it’s hard for us to accept that people will face judgment for simply being 
indifferent to God. Ignoring God or denying God, seems pretty passive and inoffensive. 
Lots of people have a hard time accepting that unbelief and apathy toward God are 
enough to justify God’s judgment. In fact, the majority of people in America today refuse 
to believe that anyone - except maybe the most heinous criminals - deserve God’s 
judgment. 
 
One research organization reported that 60 percent of Americans believe ALL people 
are reunited with loved ones in Heaven. It is surprising that church-going Christians 
were most likely to agree that ALL people go to Heaven when they die. Scripture tells 
us this simply is not the case. This parable and the parable of the sheep and the goats, 
as we will see, make it clear that not everyone will receive an eternal reward and that 
indifference - or unbelief - is anything but passive and inoffensive. 
 
In Luke 11:23, Jesus said, 
 

“Whoever is not with me is against me...” 
 
We’re either for God, or we’re against God. There is no in-between. There is no other 
choice. When we choose unbelief or even apathy, we choose to stand against God. And 
everyone who is against God will ultimately face judgment. 
 
This reality should cause us concern. It should alarm us enough that we want to reach 
unbelievers with the saving message of the gospel before it’s too late.  
 
If we grasp the reality of judgment and comprehend the consequence of sin and 
unbelief, we will feel the urgency in reaching those who are lost.  
 
The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
 
Matthew 25:31-33 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.” 
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     Herds of sheep and herds of goats  
   were raised for their milk, their meat,  
   their hides, and their wool. It was not  
   unusual to raise sheep and goats  
   together in the same herd. Goats are  
   browsers and they typically eat grass,  
   brush, leaves, trees and shrubs.  
   Sheep are grazers and prefer grass  
   and broad-leaved plants. You can  
   allow them to graze in the same  
   pasture because they usually would  
   not compete for the same food. 

                  Photo by Gallery DS on Unsplash   Sheep and goats were separated at  
                                                                              night because sheep had much 
thicker, warmer coats and preferred open air at night. Goats needed warm shelter at 
night.    
 
At the final judgment, Jesus will separate people much like a shepherd separates sheep 
from goats.  
 
Matthew 25:34 
 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world.’”  

 
Jesus tells a story about sheep and goats to convey what will occur in the final 
judgment. The sheep on the King’s right represent believers - those who are found to be 
righteous. A king’s right-hand side was considered a place of honor.  
 
The King knows the sheep from the goats. How? The same way the farmer knew the 
wheat from the tares: by their fruit. What is the fruit of the sheep and the goats (the 
believers and the unbelievers)?  
 
Matthew 25:35-36 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.” 
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Jesus recognizes his true disciples by the 
way they live their lives.  
 
That’s our fruit.  
 
Simple acts of mercy. Refusing to turn a 
blind eye to the needs of others. Fighting 
injustice. Looking out for the vulnerable. 
Putting feet to our faith.  
 
That’s fruit.  
 
   
                                                                                                                                                Photo by Aarón Blanco Tejedor on Unsplash 
 
 

 
 
What we do doesn’t save us.  
 
What we do demonstrates that we are 
saved. Saved people live differently. 
Saved people serve people. Saved people 
love people. A living faith is demonstrated 
by action. 
 

 
 

James 2:14-26 talks about the intimate connection between faith and deeds. 
 

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 
no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 
But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder. 
 
You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 
Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the 
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scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is 
considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 
 
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for 
what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 
direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” 

 
Genuine faith isn’t just a system of doctrinal statements or moral values. The kind of 
faith we read about in Scripture naturally produces fruit.  
 
Serving Others is Serving Jesus Himself  
 
Matthew 25:37-40 
 

“So they asked him, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’” 

 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’”                                              Photo by Matt Collamer on Unsplash 

 
When we respond to human need, we are responding to Jesus himself.  
 
When we see someone in need, what would happen if we  saw Jesus?  
 
See Jesus.  
 
Matthew 25:41-45 
 

“Then Jesus will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  

 
For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after 
me.’” 
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“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’” 
 
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’” 

 
When we turn our backs on hurting people - the destitute, the oppressed, the abused 
and the vulnerable, we turn our backs on Jesus himself.  
 
Hell is For Real  
 
Matthew 25:46 
 

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 
A trend in America is the belief that there is no such thing as Hell or eternal punishment.  
 
In an article in National Geographic, Mark Strauss reported that, 
 

“Hell isn’t as popular as it used to be. Over the last 20 years, the number of 
Americans who believe in hell has dropped from 71 percent to 58 percent.”  

 
(Mark Strauss, Nathional Geographic, May 2016) 

(Statistics: Carlyle Murphy, Pew Research, November 2016) 
 
Just because people choose not to believe it doesn’t mean it isn’t so. There are many 
references in Scripture that reveal hell is indeed a reality.  

For instance, Mark 9:43 tells us, 
 

“If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.” 

 
And Revelation 20:15 we read that, 

“Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into 
the lake of fire.” 
 

The lake of fire - the reality of judgment for those who are the ζιζάνια (zizania): the 
tares, the unbelievers, the false Christians, the pseudo-believers, fruitless people.  

When Jesus returns, he will separate the righteous from the unrighteous; the true 
believers from the pretenders. Jesus will know who is who by their fruit.  
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Whose Are You?  
 
1 John 3:10 

 
“So now we can tell who are children of God and who are children of the devil. 
Anyone who does not live righteously and does not love other believers does not 
belong to God.” 

 
What does the fruit of your life reveal about you? Are you wheat or are you tares? Are 
you sheep or are you goats?  

 
Our lives - our actions - reveal whose we 
are. Are we children of God or children of 
the evil one?  
 
If you are someone who has generally 
shown indifference to God, someone who 
never really thought much about the reality 
of heaven or hell, maybe even someone 
who joked about hell... 
 

“Hey, I’m going to hell anyway, so I might as well live it up now!”  
 
Maybe now the gravity of what that all means is just sinking in for you. You can, right 
now, decide that hell is not the place for you. You can decide, right now, to become a 
follower of Jesus Christ. Simply tell Jesus right here, right now, that you believe and you 
choose to follow him.  
 
And for everyone who made that decision a long time ago - you have the assurance that 
when Jesus comes in his glory to judge all nations, all people, you will be found 
righteous and will be invited to stand at his right side and receive your inheritance 
eternal blessing.  
 
As followers of Jesus, let us never take for granted the promise we have in Him. 
 
John 15:5 tells us, 
 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 
We will be known by our fruit. Let us ever follow Jesus more closely so we may produce 
more fruit.  
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7 

BUILT ON THE ROCK 
*the parable of the wise and foolish builders 

Matthew 7:24-27 

 
Photo by Andrew Charney on Unsplash 

 
 

I grew up in Southern California. I lived in a very hilly area. We're not just talking gently 
rolling hills. We're talking steep slopes, deep valleys, and high vantage points. To build 
homes, builders would cut into the hillsides and create terraces. Cutting into the hillside 
like that often weakened  the stability of the soil. Hold that thought.  

Summers were dry; very dry. We'd go most summers without seeing so much as a hint 
of rain. Some years, we had very dry winters as well. Cue music to the line in that old 

song, "  It never rains in California..." 
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When rain finally did come, it came in 
deluges. Streets ran like rivers, and 
intersections became impassible lakes. 

The ground became so saturated that 
hillsides began to give way. Sometimes 
mudslides blocked whole lanes of traffic on 
the freeways. Imagine trying to tell your 
boss you were late to work because, well, 
"there was this hill in my way..."(True story.) 

                 Photo by Jim Gade on Unsplash 

A few times, my neighbors down the street had their livingrooms flooded with mud. And 
remember those terraces? Some of the houses above them partially collapsed when the 
terraced hillside they were built on began to slide away; and in the worst cases, whole 
houses rode the mud to their destruction below.  

I'm sure these rainy seasons weren't on people's minds when they bought those 
magnificent homes built on precarious heights. No doubt, they were lost in the amazing 
views they would have from the top of that hill. 

Wisdom would've had them pay more attention to the foundation the house was built on.  

If they had built on rock instead of unstable hillsides, their homes would not have been 
swept downhill in the storms.  

 
Wise and Foolish Builders 

Jesus told a story about wise and foolish builders; builders who built on rock and 
builders who built on sand.  

This parable is found in both the gospel of Matthew and the gospel of Luke. I 
encourage you to read through both accounts, but we'll be sticking primarily to 
Matthew's account just to keep it simple.  

 

Matthew 7:24-27 
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“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who 
builds a house on solid rock.  Though the rain comes in torrents and the 
floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse 
because it is built on bedrock.  But anyone who hears my teaching and 
doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When 
the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will 
collapse with a mighty crash.” 

Houses in Jesus’ day were commonly built 
during the dry season, when not a drop of 
rain fell. All the houses built during this 
season, no matter where they were built, 
would stand up just fine. But when the rainy 
season came - much  like the rainy 
seasons in my hometown - the rain came in 
torrents, the wind blew with tremendous 
force, the dry ground flooded and the 
houses that were not built on solid  

     Image by Free-Photos from Pixabay                      foundation were swept away.  

 The true nature of the home's foundation was exposed when the storms came. 

__________ 
 
When Jesus told  this story, he was drawing attention to the crucial difference between 
doing and not doing the will of God by comparing it to something people would easily 
understand.  

People would have understood from experience that building a house on rock was a 
wise choice. Jesus intended for people to understand that in the same way, doing God’s 
will and obeying God’s word was a wise 
choice. 

People would have understood how foolish it 
would be for anyone to build a house on sand. 
They would have seen first hand what 
happened to those houses. Jesus intended for 
them to understand that ignoring God’s word 
and carelessly failing to put Jesus’ teachings 
into practice was just as foolish.  
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Jesus’ story about the wise and foolish builders is both an invitation to obey as well as a 
warning to those who refuse.  

Sermon on the Mount 

To fully understand the impact of the message in this story, we need to look back at the 
passages that preceded it.  

The story of the wise and foolish builders comes near the end of what has come to be 
known as the Sermon on the Mount. When we think of the Sermon on the Mount, we 
often think of what many call The Beatitudes: That’s the section in Matthew chapter 5 
where Jesus talks about those who are “blessed”. 

Blessed are those who… 

● realize their sin 
● mourn over their sin 

Blessed are those who… 

● are humble 
● hunger & thirst for 

righteousness 
● are merciful 

Blessed are those who… 

● have pure hearts 
● work for peace  
● suffer for the sake of the gospel                       Photo by adrian on Unsplash  

But the whole of Jesus’ sermon is more than just that passage. It includes all of 
Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7. I highly recommend reading through all three chapters, 
but for now I'll summarize. 
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Let’s take a look at everything Jesus was teaching that day. 

Matthew Chapter 5 

-Jesus also taught that his followers should be salt and light. Salt enhances everything it 
comes in contact with. It's a seasoning, a preservative, and a disinfectant. Light chases 
out the darkness and exposes what is hidden. It illuminates so we can find our way. As 
Christians, we are to live in a way that flavors, preserves, purifies, exposes and 
combats darkness, illuminates and points the way to Jesus. Salt and light.  

-Jesus taught about how to handle anger and resolve conflict. He told the crowd not to 
cheat on their spouses (or with anyone else's), and spoke about divorce.  

-He instructed people to be true to their word and never to take revenge.  

-Jesus taught them not to just love their neighbors, but to love their enemies as well (a 
truly radical concept!).  

In Matthew Chapter 6: 

-Jesus told the people in the crowd to give to the needy. 

-He taught them how to pray and how to fast.  

-He made them aware of the dangers associated with money and possessions.  

And In Matthew Chapter 7: 

-Jesus cautioned them not to judge and urged them to treat others the way they would 
want to be treated.  

Wow! That's a lot in one long sermon! Jesus was basically teaching everyone how to 
live the kind of life disciples (his followers) are called to live.  

A Shift from Instruction to Warning 

As Jesus neared the end of his sermon, beginning at verse 13 in chapter 7, he shifted 
his focus from instruction for living to warnings that contrasted true religion and false 
religion.  
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Jesus gave three warnings: 

1.  The first warning, in Matthew 7:13-14, was to enter through the narrow gate. 
The narrow gate led to heaven, salvation, life. Jesus is the narrow gate.  

          Jesus contrasted that with the wide gate that led to hell; destruction. He warned  
          not to get distracted by how easy the wide road could be and miss the narrow  
          gate - Jesus. 

2. His second warning, in Matthew 7:15-20, was to look out for false propets and 
that trees that don’t produce good fruit would be chopped down and thrown into 
the fire. Jesus was using descriptive language to explain what would happen in 
the final judgment to false teachers - anyone - who wasn't a true follower.  

          In verse 15, Jesus warned to watch out for false prophets. In verse 20, he  
          explained that just as you can tell a tree by its fruit, you can  
          identify true believers (and true prophets) by their actions (fruit). Anyone who  
          doesn't produce good fruit - in other words, anyone whose actions don't  
          demonstrate that they were true believers - will be thrown into the fire - in other  
          words, they face hell. 

3. Third, in Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus warned that only true disciples would enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Verse 21 tells us that a true disciple is one who actually does 
the will of God. 

It’s at this point that Jesus tells the story of the wise and foolish builders.  

For This Reason... 

In the Greek and in many of the English bible translations, verse 24 in chapter 7 begins 
with the word, therefore.  

 

Therefore…meaning, for this reason. For what reason? 
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Matthew 7:24 

 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock." 

Jesus is saying, in light of everything I've taught you so far about how to live; and in light 
of these three realities I’ve just warned you about, be careful where you build your 
house.  

Plain and simple: be careful how you live your life. 

James 1:22-25 similarly tells us,  

“Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you 
are only fooling yourselves.  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is 
like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and 
forget what you look like.  But if you look carefully into the perfect law that 
sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, 
then God will bless you for doing it.” 

Jesus told the story of the wise and foolish 
builders at the end of his Sermon on the 
Mount to urge his listeners to put what he'd 
been teaching them into practice.   

He was inviting the crowd listening that day 
to build their lives on the rock. Him!  
 
Jesus is inviting us today to do the same. 
 
 

A Word to the Wise 

It sounds so simple: just remember 
everything Jesus taught us and do it. Right?  
No. Not so simple.  
We get busy. We get distracted, and we 
forget all too easily the things Jesus taught 
us.  
We also have a tendency to want to do things 
our own way. It’s not hard for the world to 
convince us that we’re the masters of our own   
destiny.                                                                                                   Image by cocoparisienne from Pixabay  
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So, we build our lives on an infrastructure of our own making. 

But Jesus says this is a foolish way to live: like building a house on sand.  

Be careful how you live your life. Don’t be fooled by good sounding philosophies and 
vain pursuits.  

Will you be a wise builder or a foolish builder? 

We can’t do this alone. We have to depend on God’s grace to enable us to live the life 
we're called to live. When we fail, God is generous with his forgiveness. Don’t give up. 
Start again. We have to go back to God day after day after day asking God to change 
our hearts so that we want to obey, and asking God to give us strength to live the kind 
of life Jesus described. 

Romans 12:2 says,  

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to 
know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” 

Little by little, day by day, God will help us.  

Will you be a foolish builder who builds on sand, and be swept away when the storms of 
life hit? 

Or will you choose to be a wise builder and build your life on the Rock? 
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8 

WHERE’S YOUR TREASURE? 
*the parable of the hidden treasure & the parable of a very valuable pearl 

Matthew 13:44-46 
 

 
Image by moritz320 from Pixabay  
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When I was a kid, we used to play “buried treasure”. We buried stuff in the yard and 
then look for it like buried treasure. I buried my best baby doll with the eyes that opened 
and closed in the dirt under a tree one time. When I "found" the treasure and dug it up, 
the eyes wouldn’t blink anymore because grit from the dirt was jammed in the sockets. 

 Another time, I buried a little box with a few trinkets in it 
somewhere in my front yard. I sent my brothers to go hunt for 
the “treasure”. They searched and searched and couldn’t find it. 
So, I went to show them where I had buried it - but it wasn’t 
where I thought it was. Though I was sure I knew where I had 
put it, it just wasn’t there. I looked all over the yard, and I 
couldn’t find it. I couldn’t remember where I had buried it.  
 

   Photo by Rumman Amin on Unsplash  
When it started getting dark, and it was time to come in, I still hadn’t found it. I never did 
find where I had put it. Maybe someday, a new family living in that house will come 
upon a small box while digging in the yard and discover the small treasure I buried 
there. 

 Buried Treasure 

What do you think of when you think of buried treasure? 

I think of pirates. Argh! Yohoho and all that… 

But in the ancient world, treasures (things of great value) were often buried for safe 
keeping. And much like we dream of winning the lottery, people back then might dream 
of finding long lost buried treasure. 

This is the sentiment Jesus was drawing on when he used the image of buried treasure 
to describe the value of the kingdom of God.  

The parable of the hidden treasure and the parable of the pearl of great value are two 
very short parables Jesus told together to convey the priceless nature of the kingdom - 
so we’re going to dig into both of these parables together as well. 

A Treasure Hidden in a Field 

The first parable Jesus told was about a man who found a treasure hidden in a field.  
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Matthew 13:44 

     “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure  
     hidden in a field. When a man found it,  
     he hid it again, and then in his joy went  
     and sold all he had and bought that  
     field." 

Jesus gave no explanation to the crowd when 
he told this short parable. But the  
meaning was clear: the kingdom of heaven is  
so valuable that it’s worth giving up everything 
else we have in order to gain access.  

Photo by Magda V on Unsplash 

The Kingdom of God 

Let’s talk for a minute about the kingdom. You'll see it called both the kingdom of 
heaven and the kingdom of God in Scripture. It’s the same thing.  

What is the kingdom? 

When we think about kingdoms, we think about territory - land - a place. Often, when we 
think of heaven, we also think about a place; in particular, a place we go when we die. 
But it’s much more than that. The kingdom of heaven - or the kingdom of God - is less 
about a place and more about God’s rule; in the universe and in our hearts. It's God’s 
saving reign as King in our lives and God's ruling reign as King of creation. 

God’s kingdom is a future reality - a reality we look forward to when we think about 
spending eternity with God; but it’s also a present reality. It's here. It's now.  

Mark 1:14-15 reads, 

"After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God.  'The time has come,' he said. 'The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news!'" 

The prophets promised a Messiah would come, and Isaiah 7:14 promised he would be 
called Immanuel. Immanuel means God among us, or God with us. The promise was 
that God would come be with us. Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise.  
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The good news (and gospel means good news) is that in Jesus, the kingdom of God 
has come near. The good news is that in Jesus, God has come near.  

Jesus’ arrival ushered in the kingdom of God. God’s rule and God’s reign have arrived 
in the person of Jesus.  

The coming of the kingdom is not just about saving us for heaven. It’s also about 
healing our relationship with God and with each other. It’s about the certainty of God’s 
triumph over evil. The kingdom has come and God’s work in the world is the reuniting of 
heaven with earth - the way it was in the beginning when God walked in the garden - 
and returning creation and humanity to its original glory. Jesus came to resolve the 
problem of sin and evil in the world and its effects on all of us.  

That truly is good news.  

The parable of the hidden treasure is a picture of the immeasurable worth of this 
kingdom. 

It's also a picture of the sacrifice required of us as disciples when kingdom values are 
taken seriously. It will cost us something to follow Jesus. We’ll talk more about this in a 
bit. But first, let’s take a look at the second parable Jesus told here. 

A Very Valuable Pearl 

 Matthew 13:45-46 

     “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a  
     merchant looking for fine pearls.  When he  
     found one of great value, he went away and  
     sold everything he had and bought it.” 

Pearls were considered perfect - the most valuable 
item in nature. Kind of the way we look at 
diamonds today. This merchant found one that was  

Image by Oliver & Martina Eyth from Pixabay    so perfect, so valuable, that he sold everything he  
                                                          had in order to buy it.  

This is how valuable the kingdom of heaven is - worth giving up everything else we 
have to experience it.  
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We can’t purchase the kingdom the way this merchant could purchase a pearl. The 
point is not that the kingdom can be bought, but that if it costs you everything you have, 
it’s worth it.  

The Cost of Being a Disciple 

Like the first parable, the parable of the valuable pearl also points to the cost of 
following Jesus.  

Matthew 16:24-26  describes further the cost.  

"Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it 
be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul?' " 

We all have our own plans for our lives, but Jesus may require us to set those plans 
aside in order to follow him. We will be asked to lay down the things that were of 
greatest importance in our lives - both the good things and the not so good things - and 
allow Jesus to take priority. 

Following Jesus requires great sacrifice, but what we gain is worth the cost. That’s the 
point.  

A Rich Young Man 

Not everyone recognizes the benefit of giving up everything else to gain the kingdom.  

This was a sacrifice the rich young man was not willing to make. 

Take a look at Matthew 19:16-22. 

"Someone came to Jesus with this question: 'Teacher, what good deed must I do 
to have eternal life?' " 

"Why ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is 
good. But to answer your question—if you want to receive eternal life, keep the 
commandments." 

'"Which ones?" the man asked. 
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And Jesus replied: “‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. Do not 
steal. Do not give false testimony. Honor your father and mother. Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

“I’ve obeyed all these commandments,” the young man replied. “What else must I 
do?” 

Jesus told him, “If you want to be perfect (Perfect means complete. Jesus was 
saying, "You’ve obeyed the commandments, now if you want your faith to be 
complete..."), go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

But when the young man heard this, he went away sad, for he had many 
possessions. 

  
Photo by Wim van 't Einde on Unsplash 

This young man chose his life of wealth over a life with Jesus. He chose this world’s 
treasure over treasure in heaven. The young man was very religious, but Jesus 
exposed his heart of greed. 

In Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus said,  

“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys 
them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, 
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.  

Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be." 

This man’s heart was where his treasure was - with his wealth. Where is your heart? 
What do you treasure? What do you value most? 
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Is there something you cling to the way the rich man clung to his possessions? 
Something that keeps you from full devotion 
to Christ? Maybe it's not money or financial 
security. Maybe it's something else. Are you 
willing to give up that thing - whatever it is - 
to follow Jesus? 

The cost is great, but the reward is greater. 

 

 

Storing Up Treasure in Heaven 

So, how do we store up treasure in heaven?  

When we live sacrificially for Jesus’ sake, we store up treasure in heaven. When we 
invest in what is eternal, we are storing up treasure in heaven. 

1. Invest in your spiritual life. 

Invest time in God’s word and in prayer. Time 
spent alone with God. Invest time in your 
relationship with God.  

We let so many things get in the way. We’re busy. 
We have responsibilities: work, family, everyday 
tasks that demand our attention.  

 We have personal interests: hobbies, sports, etc. 

I’m not saying we should ignore our responsibilities 
and it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t have hobbies or 
do things we enjoy.  

But those things will ultimately disappear. They’re 
all temporary.                                                                 Photo by Emmanuel Phaeton on Unsplash  
 
It does mean that we need to prioritize. Don’t let the things that compete for our time 
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keep us from investing in our spiritual life and growth. Our relationship with God is what 
will endure. Invest in what is eternal.  

2. Invest in people. 

Teach, mentor, lead. Be willing to set aside personal agendas to give time and 
resources to the people God puts in your life.  

Practice compassion. Care for those in need. Even seemingly small acts do not go 
unnoticed by God. 

Jesus reminds us, 

“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is 
my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward” 
(Matthew 10:42). 

Share the good news. Make disciples.  

3. Invest in the mission.  

Invest your time, your talents, and your financial resources in the work of God in the 
church and around the world. Give and serve. If the church is going to fulfill its mission - 
making disciples, spreading the good news - it needs people like you to make it happen.  

__________ 

Where do you spend the majority of your resources? Your time, your energy, your 
talents, your money… What are you investing in? Think about it.  

This is where your treasure is.  

When Jesus is our treasure, we will gladly give everything we have—our money, our 
time, our talents—to His work in this world. 

 
What the Disciples Wanted to Know 

In Matthew 19:27-29 Peter asked Jesus,  

“We’ve given up everything to follow you. What will we get?” 
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Jesus replied, 

“I assure you that when the world is made new and the Son of Man sits upon his 
glorious throne, you who have been my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has given up houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will 
receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal life." 

 

 
When Jesus is our treasure, our future 
is secure. 

Jesus. Nothing more, nothing less, and 
nothing else. 

The cost is great, but the reward is far 
greater. 
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9 

WATCHING & WAITING 
*the parable of the ten bridesmaids & the parable of the three servants 

Matthew 25 
 

 
Photo by Alexandre Chambon on Unsplash 

 
 
Waiting for a Knock at the Door 

My freshman year in high school, I tried out for the cheerleading squad. I worked hard. I 
learned the routines. For weeks I practiced with the other girls until the day of tryouts 
came. We went in before the judges in small groups of 3 or 4. Together, we did our 
routine. Then one by one, we each showed the judges what else we could do: splits, 
jumps, and gymnastic tricks. The judges filled out their ballots, and we left the room.  

Once the tryouts were over, we all went home to anxiously await the results.  

Our high school had a tradition. Sometime during the middle of the night, the judges 
drove to our homes and woke us up to tell us we made the squad. Then they 
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“kidnapped” us and took us to Disneyland to celebrate. (I grew up in California about 20 
minutes from Disneyland.)  

We left immediately. It was part of the tradition. No time to get dressed, or comb our 
hair, or put on makeup.  We had to just grab our shoes and go. Disneyland in our 
pajamas was part of the fun. 

While We Waited  
 
Every girl who tried out hoped she would be 
kidnapped in the middle of the night, but 
there was no way to know ahead of time if 
or when the judges would come. All we 
could do was wait. But we didn’t wait idly. 
Remember, we were teenage girls; and if 
we were going to be kidnapped in the 
middle of the night and taken to Disneyland, 
we were going to look good doing it. Every 
girl who tried out went home and showered, 
put on fresh makeup, dressed in her best                    Photo by kevin laminto on Unsplash 

and most modest pajamas (we wanted to look cute and yet be comfortable running 
around Disneyland), and then climbed under the covers being careful not to mess up 
her hair.  

I don’t think I really slept.The anticipation was enough to keep anyone awake. I laid 
there in my room waiting. It seemed like forever. I began to think no one was going to 
come for me. After all, the girls who hadn’t made the team would be waiting all night and 
no one would ever come. 

And then I heard a quiet knock at my front door. I strained to listen. Quiet voices down 
the hall...then giggles. Then my bedroom door opened and they burst in. I had made the 
team. They had come for me. And I was ready. Hair, makeup, cute pajamas and all. 
They took me away with the others who had made the team, and we celebrated all 
night.  

The next morning, they took us to school (still in our pajamas) to announce to the whole 
school who their new cheerleaders were.  
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Watching the Signs 

As a young girl, I did everything I could to be ready for those judges to come. Then I 
watched and waited in anticipation. Jesus told stories about watching and waiting; 
parables that urged people to be ready for his return. 

In order to really get the full picture as we unpack these stories, we have to take a look 
at what Jesus was talking about just before he told these to parables, as well as what 
comes right after.  

So, we’ll be working our way through Matthew chapter 24 and a good portion of 
Matthew chapter 25.  

In Matthew 24:1-35, Jesus tells his disciples what to expect as the day of his return 
draws near.  

Let me quickly paraphrase this section: 

● Man-made cities will fall. 
● There will be wars and rumors of wars.  
● There will be famines and earthquakes. 
● False teachers will try to lure people away from the truth with their great 

sounding philosophies.  
● Sin will run rampant in the world.  
● Believers will suffer persecution, torture, and even death. 
● Some will turn away from their faith.  

But don’t panic! Those who persevere in faith will be saved. And the Good News about 
the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations will hear it; 
and then the end will come. 

Jesus' Surprise Return 

Jesus described what his return will be like. 

Beginning at Matthew 24:36: 

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not 
even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows." 
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(You might wonder how it is that Jesus doesn't know - after all, he IS God. But when he 
stepped out of heaven and came to earth as a human being, he set aside his divine 
privileges and willingly submitted to the Father’s will.)  

It will be as much of a surprise to us when Jesus returns as the flood was to the people 
in Noah's day. 

Matthew 24:37-39 

“When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those 
days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and 
weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat. People didn’t realize 
what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. 
That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes."  

At least when I was waiting for those cheerleading judges, I had some idea that they 
might come that particular night. We really have no idea when exactly Jesus will come. 
People will be going about their business with no idea what is about to happen. If they 
aren’t ready, they'll be swept away just like the wicked people in Noah’s time were.  

Jesus gives us a couple examples of what this will be like: 

Matthew 24:40-41 

“Two men will be working together in the field; one will be taken, the other 
left. Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other 
left.  

Jesus warns us, 

Matthew 24:42-44 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 
of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have 
let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  

Just as there was no time for us to change clothes or get ready after the cheerleading 
judges came for us, there will be no time for last minute repenting or bargaining when 
Jesus returns. We don't want to be caught unprepared. 
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Stay alert. 

Be ready. 

Faithful & Unfaithful Servants 

Jesus told this story to illustrate the importance of what we do while we wait.  

Matthew 24:45-47 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in 
charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper 
time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when 
he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions." 

We want to be caught doing what God has called us to do when he returns. But all too 
often, we put off what we know God wants us to do thinking we’ll have time to do it 
“later”. Later...when the kids are older. Later...when you finish school. Later...when your 
job isn't so demanding. Later...when...Well, you get the idea. 

It's way too easy to put off our kingdom assignments until later. 

It’s also easy to get bored waiting and get caught up in self-indulgence and wicked 
activities.  

Like this unfaithful servant in Matthew 24:48-51 . 

"But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is 
staying away a long time,’ and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and 
to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a 
day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of He will 
cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

 

The bible often uses "weeping and gnashing of teeth" when referring to hell. People 
don't like to think about the reality of hell or what it will be like for those who are eternally 
separated from God. God’s coming judgment is as certain as Jesus’ return. Anyone who 
chooses not to follow Jesus will not be ready when he returns; and they will suffer the 
repercussions of their choice. 
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Waiting & What We Do While We Wait 

Now, in chapter 25, Jesus told two parables to further explain his point.  

The parable of the ten bridesmaids and the parable of the three servants make me think 
of that night back in high school. Waiting. Watching. And what we do while we wait. 

Jesus told both of these parables to emphasize two things:  

1. No one knows when Jesus will return. Just like I had no idea when the judges 
might come that night after cheerleading tryouts to take me to celebrate, no one 
knows when Jesus will come to take his followers to the ultimate celebration. The 
difference is, I didn’t know IF they would come. It’s not a matter of IF Jesus will 
come, but when. Jesus WILL come, but it will be a surprise.  

2. We need to be ready when he 
comes. Just like I made sure I was 
ready when the judges came to my 
house, we need to make sure we are 
ready when Jesus returns. I spent my 
time getting ready while I waited for 
the cheerleading judges. We also 
need to spend our time preparing for 
Christ’s return. What we do while we wait matters.  

Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 
 
 Matthew 25:1-5  

“Then [when Jesus returns] the 
Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten 
bridesmaids [some translations call 
them virgins because they were 
unmarried]... ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. The five who were 
foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for 
their lamps, but the other five were wise               Photo by Phương Nguyễn on Unsplash 
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enough to take along extra oil. When the  bridegroom was delayed, they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep.” 

When a man and woman became betrothed, it was more of a commitment than our 
modern engagement. They were legally married once they completed the betrothal 
ceremony and signed the contract; however, they didn’t live together right away. The 
groom would go back to his parents home and begin preparing a place for he and his 
new bride to live. He would add on rooms to his father’s home. The bride would live with 
her parents for as much as a year or two until their new home was ready and the groom 
came for her.  

The bride would cover her face with a veil to show that she was no longer available. 
She would wear the veil until her wedding day. In addition, she lit an oil lamp and placed 
it in her window. She would keep it burning until the day of the wedding celebration to 
show that she would not forget their betrothal covenant. 

No one knew when the wedding celebration would take place; not even the groom 
knew. Only the groom's father would know. When the groom’s father decided the rooms 
in their house were ready for the bride, he would send the groom to fetch her and the 
wedding would begin. The groom’s friends would run ahead of him blowing a Shofar 
and shouting that the groom was coming. The bride’s friends would light candles or 
lamps and light the path for the groom to find his bride.  

Matthew 25:6-13 

“At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!’ 

“All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five foolish 
ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps 
are going out.’ 

“But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop 
and buy some for yourselves.’” 

*This section emphasizes the necessity of having one’s own personal faith. 
We cannot borrow from the faith of others: not our parents’ or the faith of our 
ancestors. Every person must have their own relationship with Jesus and do 
their own preparation for his return.  
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“But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 
Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, 
‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 

“But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ 

“So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my 
return. 

In Matthew 7:21 Jesus said,“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  

Not everyone will spend eternity with Christ; only those who truly are his disciples. True 
disciples will be about the business of doing the Father’s will. True disciples will be 
watching and waiting.  

__________ 

Then Jesus told another parable. He told them to “keep watch” and then he followed 
with this parable to explain what keeping watch looked like. 

The Parable of the Three Servants 
Waiting Wisely 

Matthew 25:14-30 

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man 
going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his 
money to them while he was gone.  

The man gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and 
one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. Then, 
he left on his trip. 

“The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money 
and earned five more. The servant with two bags of silver also went to work 
and earned two more. But the servant who received the one bag of silver 
dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money. 
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“After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give 
an account of how they had used his money. The servant to whom he had 
entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said,  

‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five 
more.’ 

“The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many 
more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 

“The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and 
said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned 
two more.’ 

“The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 

“Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master,  

I knew you were a harsh man, 
harvesting crops you didn’t 
plant and gathering crops you 
didn’t cultivate.  

I was afraid I would lose your 
money, so I hid it in the earth. 
Look, here is your money 
back.’ 

“But the master replied, ‘You  
wicked and lazy servant! If you 

            Photo by Arka Roy on Unsplash                      knew I harvested crops I didn’t 
plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my money 
in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ 

“Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one 
with the ten bags of silver. To those who use well what they are given, even 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do 
nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. Now throw this 
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useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 

The Master gave each servant in this story a sum of money - not to bury in the ground, 
but to use and multiply. In the same way, God gives each of us gifts and abilities. God 
gave them to us to benefit others and to build his kingdom. God doesn't want us to be 
ignorant of them, or to ignore them. In other words, God doesn't want us to bury them in 
the ground. We're responsible to use them, and use them well. 

Spiritual Gifts 

Do you know what your spiritual gifts are?  

Mercy, wisdom, discernment, teaching, leadership, service, giving, administration, 
hospitality, evangelism and so on. [If you'd like to more about spiritual gifts, read 
through 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.] If you don’t know 
what your gifts are, I encourage you to begin the journey of discovering them. There are 
simple surveys that can help. People who know you well can often recognize what your 
gifts are. Serving in a variety of ways can also help us discover our gifts.  

We all have spiritual gifts, and we all have talents and abilities. What are you doing to 
further develop them so that you can effectively use them to build up the kingdom? Are 
you using your gifts, your talents, and your abilities to build up the body, like the faithful 
servants? Don't bury them in the ground like the unfaithful servant buried the money his 
master gave him. 

Getting Ready for Christ's Return 

The only way to be ready is to surrender our lives to Jesus and live for him; put our faith 
in him only and follow after him alone. Salvation is not just a transaction where we say 
the right things or pray the right prayers and suddenly we have a ticket to heaven and 
we go back to our own business until it's time to cash in our ticket. No - it's embracing 
all of who Jesus is and why he came along with all the ramifications to how we live our 
lives.  

What to do While You Wait 

So what do we do while we wait? How do we be about the Master's business? 

Here are a few things we can be doing: 
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1. Know the Lord and his word so well that you're not deceived by great sounding 
false philosophies and ideas. (Matthew 24:11 & 24) 

2. Know your spiritual gifts. Develop them. Grow them. Use them to build the 
kingdom. 

3. Keep your lamp lit. Luke 12:35  says “Be dressed ready for service and keep 
your lamps burning.” The five virgins who had not prepared wanted to borrow oil 
from the other bridesmaids.  You cannot buy or borrow spiritual preparation from 
someone else. Your relationship with God must be your own. You can’t rely on 
anyone else to do the preparation for you. 

4. Participate in God's work in the world. Feed the hungry, care for the sick, fight 
for justice, love your neighbors and your enemies, look out for widows and 
orphans, heal relationships, forgive those who hurt or offend you. In other words, 
be busy imitating what we have seen Jesus do.  

  

Don’t be caught unprepared when Jesus comes for you.  

May Jesus find you ready and busy about his business! 
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10 

WELCOME HOME: A STORY OF 
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

*the parable of the prodigal son 
Luke 15:11-32 

 
Photo by Priscilla Du Preez on Unsplash 

 
They say you can’t go home again.  
 
Too much water under the bridge and all that.  
 
Things change. 
 
You can’t pick up where you left off.  Nothing is the same as you remembered it.  
 
You just can’t go home again.  
 
The phrase became popularized in American culture as a book by that title, published in 
1940, gained notoriety. But going home has never been easy.  
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I can’t imagine how difficult going home must have been for the young man in this next 
story Jesus told. I mean, sometimes it’s hard to go home again even under the best of 
circumstances. But when you’ve left under difficult circumstances - burned your bridges 
- how do you ever go home? Will they even let you come home? 
 
This is a story of a young man who demanded his inheritance while his father was still 
alive, and then squandered it foolishly. When the son realized what a horrible mistake 
he’d made, he decided to go home. His father’s reaction when he returned was not at all 
what the wayward son expected. It was far beyond anything he could have hoped for.  
 
This parable has come to be known as the The Prodigal Son. You’ll find it in Luke 
chapter 15, verses 11-32; but before we get into it, we first need to look back at what 
was happening just prior to this story.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 15:1-2 
 

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.’” 

 
The Jewish religious leaders didn’t think it was appropriate for a god-fearing person to              
spend time with “those” people. 

Jesus heard their snide remarks and responded with stories. Three of them.  
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Lost Things 
 
The first two parables Jesus told were The Parable of the Lost Sheep and The 
Parable of the Lost Coin. We talked about these two parables in chapter 1, Lost and 
Found: The God Who Searches for Us. Both parables illustrate the lengths God will 
go to in order to find us when we’re lost.  
 
The third story Jesus told, The Parable of the Prodigal Son, might be better titled The 
Parable of the Lost Son. Yes, this son was a prodigal - someone who spends 
recklessly and foolishly - but he is more than just the son who spent too much. He’s 
essentially lost to his father. Gone. Maybe forever. Absent from his father’s presence 
and completely adrift in the world. Lost.  

When we look at all three parables together, we see the common thread: getting back 
something that had been lost. (See?!  Context!!)  

Jesus told these three parables together to explain to the Pharisees why he hung 
around with sinners. They are the lost ones. And God wants them back! He loves and 
values them, and there is great rejoicing when even one of them returns to him. 

The Parable of the Lost Son 
 
Luke 15:11-12  

“There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 
them.” 

For a son to ask for his inheritance while his father was still alive was like saying, “I wish 
you were already dead.” It’s something that was just not done. It would have been 
considered an extremely disrespectful and rebellious thing to do.  

Luke 15:13-16 

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 
in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.” 
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Not only was this son disrespectful 
and rebellious, he  was also very 
foolish. The Jewish people listening to 
this story might have felt that such a 
son got just what he deserved. He 
was feeding pigs - the animals that 
Jews considered to be the most 
unclean of all the animals. Worse than 
that, he was so hungry that he was 
tempted to eat side by side with those 
pigs. This would have been over the 
top disgusting to Jesus’ Jewish  

               Image by Kevsphotos from Pixabay                          listeners. It was the lowest of the low.  

Luke 15:17-20 

 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.’  So he got up and went to his father.” 

He had come to his senses and realized 
the err of his ways. He regretted his 
choices, confessed his wrongdoing, and 
walked away from his life of debauchery to 
return to his father.  

Do you remember what that’s called? 
When we turn our back on our sin and 
walk away from it? It’s called 
REPENTANCE. He repented.  

What did Jesus tell the Pharisees about those who repented? Look back to the 
beginning of Jesus’ conversation with them - at the beginning of Luke 15, before he told 
these three stories.  

Luke 15:7 

“There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” 
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And in Luke 15:10 Jesus goes on to say,  

“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” 

Rejoicing. When even one sinner turns away from sin and returns to God, there’s a 
great party in heaven.  

Remember that when we see the father’s reaction when his son comes home.  

You Can Go Home Again  
Luke 15:20-22 

“But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him. The son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best 
robe and put it on him.”  

This father was so thrilled to have his repentant long 
lost son back again that he kissed him, welcomed 
him home and called for the ‘best robe’ to be put on 
him. The best robe would have belonged to the 
head of the household - the father. The father wanted          Photo by Allie Smith on Unsplash 

to put his own robe on the son.  

We have all been that son - that foolish, rebellious, prodigal. We’ve all sinned and 
wandered away from God; adrift in a world that isn’t very kind to us. When we repent 
and return to God, he throws his arms around us, kisses us, puts the best robe - his 
robe - on us, and welcomes us home. 

Listen to what it says in Isaiah 61:10: 

“I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed 
me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of 
righteousness.” 

That robe of righteousness is His robe.  

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 102 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NIV
https://unsplash.com/@creativegangsters?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/farmhouse?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A10&version=NIV


2 Corinthians 5:21  

“God made Him who knew no sin [that’s Jesus] to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Because Jesus took on our sin and died in our place, God’s righteousness can now be 
ours. God will put his own robe on us - his own righteousness - when we repent and 
return to him. 

Luke 15:22a 

Then the father told his servants to… 

“Put a ring on his finger...” 

The ring he put on his son’s finger was likely a 
signet ring. Signet rings were used to sign 
letters and important documents. The ring 
would be pressed into soft clay or soft wax to 
leave the impression of the family’s crest as a 
signature. By giving this ring to his son, the 
father was showing that the he fully reinstated 
the young man’s sonship.  

  

        Image by Wolfgang Claussen from Pixabay  

 

Luke 15:22b 

“...and put sandals on his feet.” 

Remember what the son thought as he fed the pigs, half-starved? 

“‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! ... I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 
one of your hired servants.” 
 

Slaves didn’t wear sandals - though they carried and tied their master’s sandals. 
This father had no intention of treating his son as a slave or a servant. He was family. 
He welcomed his son home.  
 
I guess you really can go home again. 
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We Can Come Home Too 
 
Here’s what Jesus didn’t want his 
listeners to miss: God wants you to 
come home! He’s waiting for you to 
come home!  
 

No matter what you’ve done, where 
you’ve been, how far you’ve 
wandered, or how long you’ve been 
away, your heavenly father wants you 
to come home! 
 
John 1:12 tells us, 

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God—” 

And Romans 8:17 says that if we are children, then we are heirs —heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ. 

Heirs.  

Let the Rejoicing Begin! 
Luke 15:23 

“Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.”  

The calf would have been enough to feed the whole village. This would have been a 
lavish party - like the celebration that would take place for a wedding. 

The wedding feast symbolizes the celebration the faithful will enjoy when Jesus 
returns… If you remember when we talked about the parable of the ten virgins in 
chapter 9 - when the groom came to claim his bride, the virgins who were ready went 
with him to the wedding feast. Those who were not prepared missed out on the feast.  

If we repent and return to God, we too will be invited to attend the wedding feast. 

Luke 15:24 Here’s the whole reason they were celebrating!  

“‘For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate.”  
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We too were once dead and are now alive again. We were once lost, but now we’re 
found!  

Romans 6:23 tells us,  
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

That’s reason to celebrate! 

 
The Older Brother  
Just when we think everything has worked out and we have our happy ending... the 
older brother comes into the picture. (Cue sinister music.) 

Luke 15:25-32 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what 
was going on. ‘Your brother has come home,’ he replied, ‘and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’” 

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who 
has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened 
calf for him!’” 

[Sibling rivalry much?] 

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

It’s not too hard to see myself as the prodigal son. But how many times have I been that 
older brother? Too many.  

We’re not alone. The Pharisees - the religious accusers who criticized Jesus for 
spending time in the company of “those” people -  they’re the older brother, too.  

Has there ever been someone who did something so awful that you felt they didn’t 
deserve God’s grace? Someone you believed didn’t deserve to be forgiven? 
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I recently read an article written by a friend of mine titled, “How to Forgive the Person 
Who Murders Your Sister” (Michelle Barringer, November 2018). Her sister was the 
victim of domestic abuse, and died at the hands of her own husband. My friend wrote 
about how she forgave this man. How easy it would have been for her to feel that he 
didn’t deserve her forgiveness, or God’s. How easy it would have been for her to be the 
older brother.  

But she wasn’t. We don’t have to be either.  

God - and all heaven - celebrates when anyone repents. Why shouldn’t we celebrate as 
well? What was lost has been found. Who was dead is alive again.  

When we are lost, God searches for us like a shepherd searches for a lost sheep and a 
woman searches for her lost coin. He won’t be satisfied until he finds us because he 
loves us so much. 
 
God watches and waits for us to come back to him like a father waits and hopes for his 
wayward child to return home. No matter what you’ve done, you can go home again. 
God will run to you and welcome you home with open arms when you return. 
 
Are you ready to come home? Your Father is waiting.  
 

 
Image by Ingela Skullman from Pixabay  
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APPENDIX 
 

How to use this eBook as a bible study: 
What could be better than spending ten weeks with the Stories Jesus Told?  
 
Ten weeks of learning about what the kingdom of God is like and how to live as citizens of the 
kingdom.  
 
Each week, you’ll read a parable (or a couple similar parables). You’ll read additional Scripture 
passages that help explain the meaning of the parables and extend your understanding.  
 
Each chapter will help you pull the reading together with simple commentary, real life examples, 
and life applications.  
 
I’ve included thought provoking questions for each chapter that can be used as journal prompts 
or small group discussion questions. (I would suggest both! Journal it first, then discuss it with 
family, friends, or a your small group.)  
 
 
 
[Discussion questions follow.]  
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Introduction 
If you’re using this eBook as a group study, the short introduction can be read either 
prior to or together on the first meeting along with any other first meeting acitvities 
(meeting your leaders, getting to know others in your group, worship and prayer time, 
etc.). This will extend your study time to 11 weeks total if you do an introductory week.  
 
Journal/Discussion Questions 
What is a parable?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why did Jesus tell parables? 
 
 
 
 
 
What was new to you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does this change or add to your understanding of the stories Jesus told? 
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Chapter 1 

Lost and Found: The God Who Searches for You 
 
Day 1 
Read Luke 15:1-10  & Matthew 18:11-13.  
 
What are your initial reactions to the parable of the lost sheep? 
 
What are your initial reactions to the parable of the lost coin? 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Luke 15:1-7 
 
What was the reaction of the Parisees and the teachers of the religious law to Jesus 
spending time with notorious sinners?  
 
 
 
In response to their comments, Jesus told the story of a lost sheep.  
What do you think this story has to do with the sinners Jesus spent his time with?  
What is your reaction? 
 
 
Day 3 
Read Luke 15:8-10. 
 
Jesus told another story: a story of a woman who searched for her lost coin.  
How does this story help you grasp the value that God places on every single person?  
What value does Jesus place on the sinners he ate with spent time with?  
What does this story say about how Jesus feels about you? 
Describe your reactions.  
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Day 4 
Read Romans 3:23.  
The Pharisees and teachers of religious law were concerned with those “sinners” jesus 
was hanging out with. According to this passage, who are the sinners? 
 
 
 
 
Read Luke 19:10. 
When you consider this passage in relation to these two parables, what does this tell 
you about who Jesus came for? 
 
 
 
Day 5 
How have you responded to Jesus’ searching for you? 
 
 
Read Galatians 6:1, James 5:19-20, and Matthew 28:19-20 
How are we called to live in light of being found?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share how you are impacted by these stories and how you are inspired to move forward 
as a result. 
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Chapter 2 

THE GOOD NEIGHBOR: LOVING LIKE JESUS LOVES 
 
Day 1 
Read Luke 10:25-37. 
 
Describe your inital reactions to the story Jesus told of the good Samaritan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Luke 10:25-29. 
We are called to love god and love our neighbor. 
Who do you think of when you think of “neighbor”?  
 
 
 
 
How has this story impacted your perception of who your neighbor is? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
Read Luke 10:30-37. 
 
In Jesus’ story, who was the good neighbor (see Luke)? In what ways was this person 
the good neighbor? 
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We’ve all had opportunities to be good neighbors.  
 
Share a time when, like the religious leaders in this story, you missed your opportunity 
to be the good neighbor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 
Read James 2:15-16.  
How does this passage inform your understanding of how to love your neighbor? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Luke 10:37, Jesus tells the religious leader to “go and do likewise”. We are called to 
be the good neighbor; to love like Jesus loved.  
 
Who are the ostracized in your community, your neighborhood or social sphere? Who 
are those deemed not worth helping? What steps can you take to be the one who 
reaches out to help?. 
 
 
 
How will you love your neighbors today? What  will you do when God gives you the 
opportunity to love outside the box? 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
What have you learned from Jesus’ story about the good neighbor?  
Describe how this story Jesus told has impacted you. 
  

Lori Anderson | extravaganthope.com | Stories Jesus Told | page 112 



Chapter 3 

FORGIVE AS YOU ARE FORGIVEN: A STORY OF MERCY 
 
Day 1 
Read Matthew 18:21-35. 
 
What are your initial reactions to this story?  
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Matthew 18:21-22. 
Have you ever thought, “Lord, how many times do I have to forgive____________?”  
Or, maybe you’ve thought, “There’s no way I’ll ever forgive ___________.”  
 
What does this passage tell you about forgiving? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the one thing you struggle most to forgive?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
Read Matthew 18:23-27 with Acts 13:38-39 and 1 John 1:9.  
 
What do you learn about forgiveness from these passages along with our story? 
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What does it mean to you to be forgiven like that?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In light of that kind of forgiveness, how does that affect your attitude toward extending 
the same forgiveness to others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4  
Read Matthew 18:28-35 with  
Ephesians 4:31-32, Colossians 3:12-14, and Matthew 12:12 & 14-15.  
 
What have you learned about unforgiveness?  
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
What have you learned about forgiveness from this story Jesus told? Has your 
perspective changed? How? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is it that makes it possible for you to forgive in impossible situations?  
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Chapter 4 

SMALL BEGINNINGS 
 
Day 1  
Read Matthew 13:31-35 with chapter 4, Small Beginnings.  
 
Describe your understanding of these two short parables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Think about a time you experienced kingdom transformation in your own life. Quiet, 
gradual change in your heart, your attitude, and your actions. Describe when you first 
noticed the transformation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
Read Matthew 28:19-20 with Acts 6:7 and Romans 10:17.  
 
God calls you to participate in building his kingdom. Describe what you understand that 
participation to be. 
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Day 4 
Describe how you’re you doing your part to build God’s kingdom. 
  
How are you spreading the message of hope in the salvation found in Jesus?  
In what ways are you sharing the word of God with others?  
How are you telling your story of transformation with those God puts in your life?  

 
If you’re not, why not? And will you pray that God will show you how to begin?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
 
Describe how the parable of the mustard seed and the parable of the yeast have 
contributed to your understanding of the kingdom of God? 
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Chapter 5 

HEART CONDITION: HOW FERTILE IS THE SOIL IN YOUR HEART? 
 
Day 1 
Read Matthew 13:3-9.  
 
Briefly summarize your understanding of how the kingdom of heaven is like a farmer 
sowing seeds in a field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
 
Read Matthew 20:28, Romans 3:25, Luke 5:31-32, Luke 19:10, John 3:17, John 
11:25-26, John 14:6 and John 10:10.  
 
Summarize what you think Jesus’ mission and message were. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
 
Read Matthew 13:10-18. 
 
From what you know about parables with what Jesus says here, what are the dangers 
of refusing to hear and the benefits of hearing and responding to Jesus’ message?  
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Day 4 
 
Read Matthew 13:19-23. 
 
Evaluate the soil in your own heart. Which soil most closely resembles the condition of 
your own heart and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
 
Describe what you’re doing to cultivate healthy soil in the garden of your heart.  
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Chapter 6 

KNOWN BY OUR FRUIT 
 
Day 1 
 
Before you read, what are your initial thoughts on judgment, final judgment, heaven, 
and hell?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Matthew 13:24-43.  
Why did Jesus tell this parable? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does this influence your understanding of good and evil existing side by side 
today? What part of this troubles you? What gives you comfort? 
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Day 3 
 
Read Matthew 25:31-45. 
 
Why did Jesus tell this parable?  
 
 
 
 
What have you learned about genuine faith?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 25:46 with Mark 9:43 and Revelation 20:15. Share what you understand 
about final judgment and hell. 
 
 
 
Hell is a difficult subject to talk about and an even more difficult concept to embrace.  
AFTER reading this chapter, what are your thoughts about hell (eternal punishment and 
separation from God and his Kingdom)? Is it possible to embrace the certainty of 
heaven without acknowledging the certainty of hell? Share your thoughts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 
 
Share what you have learned about fruit: what it is and why it’s important.  
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Day 5 
 
Take an honest look at your own life. Where do you see the fruit in your life?  
 
 
 
 
 
What does John 15:5 tell us about how we can see more fruit in our lives?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What steps can you take to be more connected to the vine? 
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Chapter 7 

BUILT ON THE ROCK 
 
Day 1 
 
Read Matthew 7:24-27.  
Why would you build a house on rock and not sand?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does it mean to build a life on solid rock?  
 
 
 
 
Why would you choose to build your life on The Rock as opposed to “sand”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
 
Read Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7.  
How does this put the story of the wise and foolish builders in perspective? 
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Using Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5, 6, and 7, explain what a life built on solid rock 
would look like.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
 
Read matthew 7:13-23. Jesus has shifted his focus from instruction to warning.  
List the three warnings Jesus gives and explain each one.  
 
Warning #1 Matthew 7:13-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warning #2 Matthew 7:15-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warning #3 Matthew 7:21-23 
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Day 4 
 
Read Matthew 7:24.  
Why is “therefore” important in this passage? Explain the connection between the first 
part of Jesus’ teaching and his exhortation that follows.  
 
 
 
 
Read James 1:22-25. 
Describe the connection between faith and actions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
 
Think about what you have learned.  
Read Romans 12:2.  
How can you become a wise builder? 
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Chapter 8 

WHERE’S YOUR TREASURE? 
 
Day 1 
 
Read Matthew 13:44-46.  
What are your initial thoughts on these two short parables and why Jesus told them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Matthew 13:44.  
To what does Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven?  What does that mean to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
In your own words, what is the Kindom of God (The Kingdom of Heaven)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Mark 1:14-15 with Isaiah 7:14 and chapter 8.  
From what you read, what is the good news?  
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Day 4 
Read Matthew 13:45-46.  
Why did Jesus tell this parable? What does it teach you about the kindom of heaven? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 16:24-26.  
Taking this passage with Matthew 13:44-46, what is the cost of being a follower of 
Jesus and is it worth the cost to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5  
Read Matthew 19:16-22. 
What was the rich young man’s dilemma? What did he choose and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 6:19-21.  
In what ways do we make the same choice as the rich young man at times?  
How can we change that? 
 
 
 
 
In what ways are you already storing up treasure in heaven? After your study this week, 
in what new ways will you intentionally store up treasure in heaven? 
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Chapter 9 

WATCHING & WAITING 
 
Day 1 
Read Matthew 25.  
As an overview to your study this week, what are your first impressions of the parable of 
the 10 bridesmaids and the parable of the 3 servants? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
Read Matthew 24:1-44 with 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
What do these passages tell you about the signs of the times?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do these passages tell you about the urgency of being ready? Are you ready? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
Read Matthew 24:45-51.  
What did the faithful servants do with the resources God gave them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did the unfaithful servants do with the resources God gave them?  
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What are you doing with the resources God has given you to use until he returns? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4  
Read Matthew 25:1-13.  
From the parable of the ten brides, what have you learned about the importance of 
being ready when Jesus returns?  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
What do you learn about the importance of having your own personal faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
Read Matthew 25:14-30. 
What did you learn about the importance of being about the master’s work while you 
wait for his return?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are your spiritual gifts? Do you know? List your spiritual gifts and any 
talents/abilities God has given you. 
 
 
 
 
 
In what ways are you using your gifts/talents/abilites for the good of God’s kingdom? 
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In what ways are you burying them in the ground? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are you doing while you wait for Christ’s return? It matters what you do while you 
wait.  
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Chapter 10 

WELCOME HOME: A STORY OF UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 
 
Day 1 
Read Luke 15:11-32.  
Why did Jesus tell this story?  
What are your initial responses to this story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
 
Read Luke 15:20-24 with Isaiah 61:10, John 1:12, Romans 8:17, and 2 Corinthians 
5:21.  
 
What is your response to how the father received his long-lost son, and how does that 
relate to the way Jesus will receive you if you return to him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3  
 
Read Luke 15:25-32. 
How did the older brother feel about his brother’s return and how his father responded 
to his return?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
When have you been like the older brother?  
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Day 4 
What does the message in this story mean to you personally? What does it mean to you 
to be welcomed home?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tell about your own “homecoming” story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there something you’ve done, some decision you’ve made in life, that is preventing 
you from coming home? Remember, no matter what you’ve done, where you’ve been, 
how far you’ve wandered or how long you’ve been away, your heavenly father is waiting 
with open arms for you to come home! There is nothing you’ve done that he cannot 
forgive.  
 
 
 
Day 5 
Think about what the parables of Jesus have taught you.  
Share how the stories that Jesus told: 
 

a) Have shaped the way you understand the kingdom of heaven.  
 
 
 
 
 

b) Have changed you personally.  
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